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REFORM BILL 


Kensington, 18th October, 1831. 

Iy my last Register, which I closed 
ou Thursday evening, I brought my 
history of the events, as far as my 
knowledge extended, down to that even- 
ing; but we now fiad that something 
very material had taken place on Wed- 
ay night, which was as follows. 
Depucdes from the great metropolitan pa- 


Bp ricshes met about eight o'clock on Wed- 


nesday evening, at the Crown-and-An- 


| chor, agreed toamemorialto Lord Grey, 
pacd appointed one deputy from each 


Pparish to wait upon his Lordship im- 
Sneciately with a memorial, which me- 


« 


} 


norial was in the following words : 


“ To the Right Honourable Earl Grey, 
‘Lhe Memorial of the Undersigued 
Sheweth—That your Memorialis!s are re- 


se 


Bicutin various parishes in the metropolis, 
®. have considerable knowledge, and some 
se ‘iucnce in their several localities. 


es 


_** Thatthey have heard with astonishment 
at itis intended to prorogue the Parliament, 
uot to re-assemble it again till after 
ristmas, 
“That they should neither do their duty 
) themselves, to their country, nor to the Go- 
pcroient itself, if they did not assure your 
hip itis their firm conviction, that un- 
> the Parliament be prorogued for the 
shortest possible period (not exceeding seven 
4y>), and that the bill for reforming the Par- 
‘ent, Which has passed the House of Com- 
ons, be there again introduced, and the ne- 
“ssary means be adopted to secure its be- 
‘Ming the law of the land, this country will 
‘evitably be plunged into all the horrors of a 
“ent revolution, the result of which no one 
Bn predict, 
“And, therefore, most urgently implore 


Pur Lordships’ immediate attention to this 
emorial,’”” 


This M<cinorial, together with the ac- 


count of the interview, was kept a pro- 
found secret from the public, until Sa- 
turday morning, though a sort of vague 
paragraph in the Courter of ‘Thursday 
evening had told us that something of 
the sort had taken place ; but had told 
it us in such a way as to make me, at 
any rate, attach no importance to it. 
But some one of the deputies, apparent- 
ly very discontented at the result of the 
interview, communicated the whole af- 





fair to the Chronicle on the Friday ; and 


‘thereupon the following appeared in the 


Chronicle of Saturday morning: “ On 
* Wednesday night, at about a quarter 
‘“to eleven, a deputation of seventeen 
“ gentlemen from the different parishes, 
** headed by Mr. Carpue, waited on Earl 
“Grey on the subject of the memorial. 
« The result of their interview was the 
‘ascertaining that Parliament would 
** be prorogued till after Christmas, that 
no more Peers would be made, that a 
conciliatory bill would in the interval 
“ be prepared, of a nature to obtain the 
* suffrages of a majority of the Lords 

“ The deputies, we understand, assured 
* his Lordship that the people would be 
content with Lord John Russell's bill, 
His Lordship answered that it would 
“ be absurd to think of again proposing 
* Lord John Russell's bill—that Mi- 
‘ nisters would not think of bringing in 
“ a bill which they knew would not be 
‘* carried—that, however, the people 
‘ might rest assured they would support 
“ no bill which would not secure to the 
*« neople their constitutional rights. As 
‘to a prorogation for seven days, his 
“ Lordship said it was quite impossible 
“to be prepared with the bill in that 
“time—that the framing of the bill 
* would require much attention, gx 
“ occupy much time. This is, wé 
‘*« derstand, the substance of wha 
‘¢ at the interview.” 
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the country for a long while, if ever, if “‘ statement so strongly calculated to 
the following circumstance had not)“ throw a gloom upon the public mind, 
arisen to give it publicity. L happened, | “ If the livery forbore to act in such an 
on the Saturday afternoon, to go to the | “ emergency, they might be charged 
Guildhall to give my vote in the elec-|‘‘ once more with indifference to the 
tion for Lord Mayor ; and a friend, who |“ passing of the bill, and by-and-by very 
had been talking with me about this “ little more might be heard about 


interview with Lord Grey, suggested |** Parliamentary reform.” 
the propriety of my remaining to the | 
close of the poll of that day (which was | Sunday, and was copied into all the pa- 
then close at hand), and taking an op-| pers of the Monday, in consequence of 
portunity of communicating the intelli- 


pence 


to the immense multitude as- 


sembled in the hall; and in the hearing 


of numerous reporters, 
ac 


This Ll did, and, | 
cording totheirreport, in the following 


words :—“ He would avail himself of | 
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that opportunity of communicating to 
the livery the state of the question of 
reform as it regarded his Majesty's 
Ministers. ‘There appeared in the 
Morning Chronicle of that day a) 
publication respecting a deputation | 
from the parishes at the West End of 
the town. It stated that Lord Grey | 
had intimated to the deputation that | 
the prorogation of Parliament would 
continue ull after Christmas; per- 
haps that might be twelve months 
hence (cries of “Oh, oh!”); that 
the same bill, for which the people | 
wished, was not to be introduced, but | 
that a bill was to be substituted of a_ 
modified character, tending to concili- | 
ate the majority of the House of 
Lords, who were the decided enemies | 
of reform. (Loud groaning.) The, 
Minister also replied to the anxious 
question of the deputation as to the 
creation of new peers for the purpose 
of carrying the bill, that it was not 
the intention to create new peers. 
(Groans.) He would not vouch for, 
the truth of the statement he had just | 
made upon the authority of the Morn-| 
ing Chronicle, but ‘So help me God,’ 
said he, ‘Il believe it to be true.’ 
Now, where was the man who, after | 
such intelligence as that, could say 
that everthe Reform Bill—the people's 
Reform Bill—would pass into a law? 
It was for the meeting to decide upon | 
the propriety of sending a deputation | 
to Lord Grey, to ascertain from him, 


This report got into the papers of the 


which, and of the great sensation which 
had been produced by this extensive 
publicity, the Courier of Monday con- 
tained the following explanatory and 
exculpatory paragraph :— 

‘** In the first place, every part of the 
** conversation at the interview respect- 
“ing the well-founded comp'aint of 
** Earl Grey at the attempted dictation 
of the Memorialists—and with refer- 
‘** ence to the importance of maintaining 
‘* public order—is omitted, and on the 
“subject of the prorogation and the 
Reform Bill, Earl Grey is represented 
to have said that the Parliament would 
be prorogued until after Christmas, 
and that no new peers would be created. 
We beg to assure the Chronicle that 
Earl Gey did not so express himself, 
and that its informant could only 
“ have inferred what he has stated, from 
“the general tenour of Lord Grey's 
observations—an inference with which 
some other members of the deputation 
may not agree. Earl Grey could not 
“have said that the Parliament woul: 
‘be prorogued until after Christmas, 
because at that time, a/though anxious 
for @ long prorogation, in order to 
effect with greater ease the plan pro- 
posed for the success of the new bill, 
Ministers had not agreed as to the time, 
and we are informed that his Lord- 
ship merely spoke of the improprie'y 
of so short a prorogation as that re- 
commended by the Memorialists, 
without alluding to any particular 
‘* neriod for the recess of Parliament.— 
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In the account which we gave of the 


‘‘ interview, we made no comment on 
“the abruptness of the intrusion —for 
“an intrusion it certainly was, 1° 
‘* announcement of the intended visit 


“whether there was any truth in a)“ having been made—but as a version 
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‘cof the meeting unfavourable to Earl 
« Grey has appeared, we think it right 
“now to state that his Lordship was 


‘* prepare the new bill, to afford to the 


‘‘ hostile peers frequent opportunities of 


*“ convincing themseves of the danger of 


“placed in a situation which might |“ further resistance—to ensure the non- 


‘‘ have very well excused any reserve on 
“his part. On his return from the 
‘house of a friend, at nearly eleven 
“o'clock at night, he found his hall 
‘“‘ filled with strangers DEMANDING an 
“ inferview. Not one of these gentle- 
“men was personally known to him. 
“They might, for aught he knew to 
‘the contrary, except as to their ex- 
‘ ternal appearance, have been a depu- 
tation from the Rotunda revolutionists 
—or the delegates of a republican con- 
vention ; and reserve, or even rudeness, 
on the part of the noble Earl, would 
hardly have warranted surprise. ‘The 
deputation, however, were admitted, 
in less than two minutes after the ar- 
rival of the Premier at his house, to 
an interview, of which the Courier of 
Thursday gave an account. ‘To that 
we now refer our readers; but we 
think proper to adda fact of which 
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mends, or rather dictates, a proroga- 
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we have been since apprised. Earl 
GRE > ‘4 stonishment that | 

wy heard with, astonishawnt th appeared in that paper on Monday :— 
part of the memorial which recom- | 


‘‘ attendance of the bishops, and, per- 
|‘ haps (but this is mere conjecture), to 


* create a few new peers—some time is 
““ requisite ; and we are sure the public 
‘‘ will see the necessity of a little pa- 
*tience. On the other hand, however, 
‘it must not be denied that a long re- 
** cess may be attended with evils much 
“ereater than any which over-haste 
“could cause. Of this the Ministry 
“are, or ought to be, well aware; for 
‘* within the last two or three days they 
‘“‘ have had representations on the sub- 
** ject, the importance of which was too 
‘“‘apparent not to produce a_ proper 
“effect. If Ministers act wisely they 
** will not think of proroguing the Par- 


“liament for a longer period than six 


** weeks.” 

In consequence of this, which ap- 
peared, observe, on Saturday evening, 
[ sent, on Sunday night, the following 
letter to the Morning Chronicle, which 


Kensington, Oct. 16th, 1831. 


ce 


tion for only seven days, and asked if) 


the gentlemen wished to drive him| Sia,—I beg you to have the goodness 


“ from his Majesty's councils, by re- | to insert a few remarks from me on the 
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quiring him to do what was com- two following subjects: — First, the 
pletely out of reason, and against his | Courier’s criticism of last night on your 
own conviction of the duty which he | account of yesterday morning, of the 
owed to the country at large > There’! interview between the parochial deputies 
is another part of the Chronicle state- | and Lorp Grey, on Wednesday evening 
ment which requires explanation. last > and, Second, the strange notions of 
Earl Grey certainly did say that a) Mr. Cutar Ferousson and of Sir 
new bill must be proposed; but he | C#arLes WertuereLL, relative to the 
observed, that if the people would | supposed crime of refusing to pay taxes 


repose confidence in him, and not 
embarrass him by requiring what was 
impracticable, he had no doubt of 
being able to carry a bill quite as 
efficient as the last. We are assured 
that the words quite as efficient were 
used. After what we have said on the 
subject of the prorogation, we have 
no fear of being thought favourable 
“to the idea of a long recess, and will, 
“ therefore, observe that nothing could 
“be more injudicious than to run into 
‘the opposite extreme. In order to 
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in money. 

With regard to the first of these sub- 
jects, I defy any man living to say that 
the Courier’s criticism damages any 
one fact that is contained in your state 
ment. ‘That statement amounted to 
this, in every fair construction of the 
words :—First, that the Parliament 


would be prorogued until after Christ- 
mas; that it would be absurd to think 
of again proposing LordJoun RusseLy’s 
Bill; that the bill to be brought in 
must be such as would be conciliatory, 
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and such as would obtain the suffrages!tation to bear in their mind the yast 


of a majority of the Lords; that there | 


would not be a new creation of Peers. 
Now, Sir, the Courier does not deny 
that Lord Grey said the Parliament 
would be prorogued until after Christ- 
mas; but merely says, that though 
Lord Grey was anxious for a Jong pro- 
rogation, he could not have stated the 
period, as the Ministers had not agreed 
upon that. As to the second point, the 
Courier says that Lord Grey says it 
will bea bill “ quite as efficient as the 
bill of Lord Joun Russevy.” Then it 
was not to be Lord Joun Russe v’s 
Bill; and that time was required to 
afford the hostile Peers frequent oppor- 
tunities of convincing themselves of the 
danger of further resistance. ‘Then, as 
to the third point, there “‘ might be, per- 
haps (but this is mere conjecture), a 
creation of a few new Peers.’ 

How, then, does this differ from your 
accountof the matter? It is substantially 
the same ; and I, for my part, am quite 
satisfied that yours was the correct ac- 
count, and this is a mere varnishing 
over of that which was too ugly to meet 
the public eye in its unvarnished state. 
But, Sir, will you be so kind as to help 
me to discover what time can possibly 
be required to make a bill as efficient as 
that of Lord Joun Russeti? Can it 
be as efficient without schedules A and 
B, and without 10/. voters? These are 
the things, and the only things that 
the Bishops and the rest of the 199 
object to. All the rest is of compa- 
ratively little importance. Why, this 
scheme was written by Lord Grey 
six-and-thirty years ago ; but, Sir, if he 
mean to make it conciliatory to borough- 
mongers, another thirty-six years will 
not be sufficient. ‘‘ Frequent opportu- 
nities of convincing themselves of the 
danger” of the bill, they will certainly 
not want. But, Sir, did you not laugh 
(I am sure you did) when you read in 
the Courier, that time was wanted to 
give the hostile Peers opportunities of 
convincing themselves of the dangers of 
Jurther resistance: you must have 


laughed to see these words put into the 
mouth of Lord Grey at the very mo- 
ment when he was exhorting the depu- 


- 





importance of maintaining public or. 
der: And now, Sir, pray tell me, 
if you can, what were those dangers 
which the hostile Peers were to 
have an opportunity of seeing; what 
dangers were they to see in their 
resistance, as long as public order was 
maintained? In short, Sir, we here 
find nothing but a miserable attempt to 
shuffle away the facts of your true and 
plain tale. But again, what is this 
** quite as efficient :” a bill quite as effi- 
cient? If it be quite as efficient in 
suppressing’ the usurpation of the bo- 
roughmongers, and in restoring the peo- 
ple to the enjoyment of their rights, why 
should time have any-thing to do in re- 
conciling the boroughmongers to it? 
But the truth is, that it may be efficient 
for bad as well as for good : it may be a 
bill without the two important schedules 
and without the 10/. voting ; and those 
who bring it in may still maintain that 
it is quite as efficient a bill. 

So much for the criticism, and now 
for the anger aguinst the deputation 
clearly expressed in this demi-official 
defence of Lord Grey ; in which defence 
the writer accuses the deputation of an 
abrupt intrusion, and tells us that it 
might have formed a good excuse, not 
only for reserve, but even for rudeness 
on the part of the noble Lord who, when 
he came home at eleven o’clock at night 
from the house of a friend, “ found his 
hall filled with strangers demanding an 
interview ;” that he did not know any 
of them personally, and that they might, 
for aught he knew, have been a deputa- 
tion of “delegates from a republican 
convention! Now, Sir, in the first 
place, though not personally known to 
him, they ought not to have been found 
in his Aall, in the next place, they caine 
to solicit, and not to demand, an later 
view ; they came not to dictate, as this 
writer says, but to beseech ; they were 
men of property, representing nearly 
million of men, all having property * 
stake, and all as anxious to keep the 
peace as he could be; and as to their 
resembling, or being taken for, a dep 
tation of delegates from a republican 
convention, I trust that we shall neve 
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see that species of delegates in England ; 
but, if we should live to see it, the hall 
of Lord Grey will Limagine never be 
troubled by an abrupt intrusion from 
such deputation. I should have passed 





over this haughty and insolent language, 
except that it manifestly discovers great 
anger against this deputation ; the exact 
ground of which anger, I must leave 
you and your readers to surmise. 

So much for the first subject: now 
for the second. Mr. Curtar Fereus- 
son, is represented as having said that 
it is a high crime and misdemeanour 
for any man to refuse to pay his direct 
taxes; and Sir C. Werserecet has gone 
so far as to say, that, if men combine or 
conspire for this purpose, it being a ge- 
neral purpose, they are guilty of high 
treason. Tobe sure, this last was said 
during the utterance of what Mr. 
O'Connett very aptly denominated 
‘a frolicking rhodomontade ; ” but as 
there may be some persons fuolish 
enough to have their minds influenced 
by these bold assertions, let us see a 
little what is the real fact. I, for in- 
stance, have assessed taxes to pay. The 
tax-gatherer comes, and I say, I will not 
pay you; and what says the law ! Not 
that f am guilty of a misdemeanour ; 
not that L have committed any crime : 
but that the tax-gatherer shall have the 
power, when he has been duly author- 
ized, to come with a warrant of distress, 
seize my goods, and sell them to the 
amount of his demand; and, if lL have no 
goods, to cause me to be lodged in jail 
till I pay the amount of his demand. This 
Is quite sharp enough ; quite punish- 
ment and degradation enough, under a 
glorious Constitution, which is the 
“envy of surrounding nations, and the 
admiration of the world,” especially 
when I know that a large part of this 
fax is to go to help to maintain in 
luxury Lord and Lady pensioners, while 
Iam compelled, if 1 am able, to main- 
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Gusson’s high misdemeanour, or Sir 
CuarLes Wetuere.u’s high treason. 

But, it is the combining or conspiring. 
Now, I am not lawyer enough positively 
to say whether a parcel of people actu- 
ally agreeing together for the purpose 
of refusing the payment of taxes. of 
eombining together to bear each other 
harmless ; and to thereby induce the 
main-part of the community to imitate 
them; I am not lawyer enough to say 
whether this be strictly legal or not; 
but I am lawyer enough to say this, 
that, if it be illegal, this is the most 
partial system of Government under the 
sun ; for that the Quakers have thus 
combined and conspired, and have acted 
upon the conspiracy, and that, too, in 
open day, for upwards of a hundred 
years. Not only do they refuse to pay 
the militia tax, and the tithes, which is 
the same thing as to the argument; not 
only do they conspire for this purpose ; 
but they openly enjoin it on the whole 
Society as a duty to resist such payment 
in money ; they publish annually an ac- 
count of their resistance, and the cost of 
it: they represent the seizures made up- 
on them as “sufferings ;” and they openly 
make collections throughout their So- 
ciety to defray the cost of those suffer- 
ings. ‘They exhort all men to follow 
their example; this, therefore, is for 
a general purpose ; and, of course, the 
whole Society is, according to Sir 
Cuarces Weraere_t, constantly in the 
commission of acts of high treason ; and 
yet not one man of the hundreds of 
thousands of Quakers has been prose- 
cuted for this offence in one whole cen- 
tury, though Sir Cuarves WeTHeReLL 
has been Attorney-General during a 
part of that century. 

Of the nonsense and of the impudence 
of these assertions, not another word 
need be said; but,on the motives for 
making them I beg room for a short ob- 
servation or two, This, Sir, is the ten- 


tain, not only my own children, but|der part: this is the vulnerable point : 
my grandchildren, and great grandchil- 
dren ; and, if necessary, to sell for that 
Purpose the house over my ‘head, if 
these my descendants happen to be in 
need of parish relief. Quite sharp 
“aough this, without Mr, Curiar Fer- 





‘this isthe heel of Achilles, who is every 


where else cased in brass or covered 
with ten bull-hides ; it is the quiet, it 
is the peaceable, it is the all-convipcing 
argument; and, therefore, Sir, wonder 
not, 1 beseech you, at the extreme 
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anxiety to scare it down by these terri- 
ble menaces of high misdemeanours and 
high treason. ‘The sagacious public 
will not fail to perceive, too, that both 
the parties; that both sides of the 
House, both battalions of the regiment, 
agree in this cry:—‘ Dont rejuse to 
“* pay taxes ; petition, address, shout for 
“us, hiss our opponents ;"’ say the one 
side: “* Be quiet as mice in cheese:” 
say the other side; but both sides say, 
** It is criminal and horrible to suffer 
** your goods to be seized in payment of 
“your taxes.” I leave your readers, 


Sir, to guess at the reason why men who| 


are in deadly hostility as to all other 
matters, agree so perfectly in this, 
while I, in the words of the sensible 
workmen of Maidstone, conclude with 
exclaiming, “* They are all tarred with 
the same brush!”—I am, Sir, your 
most obedient and most humble ser- 
vant, Wan. COBBETT. 


It is but acting fairly towards the Mi- 
nisters, whom God forbid I should wish 
to embarras or misrepresent, to insert the 
following paragraph from the Courier, 
remarking on this letter, which para- 
graph appeared in the Courier of Mon- 
day last, the i7th inst. “* Mr. Cosperr 
* says— The Courier does not deny 
*** that Lord Grey said the Parliament 
“« would be prorogued until afier 
‘© « Christmas.” The Courier did deny 
* that Lord Grey said so, and denies it 
** still. We do not feel it necessary to 
“ say more on this part of the subject. 
“The account which we gave of the 
* interview between Earl Grey and the 
** Deputation wasa correct one. It differ- 
* ed from that of our morning contem- 
“porary in one point only—our state- 
** ment was one of fact, that of theChro- 
*‘nicle one of inference. We reported 
** what Lord Grey said; the informant of 
*« the Morning Chronicle communicated 
“ what he supposed Earl Grey meant.— 
** As to the anger, as Mr. Conserr calls 
** it, of the Courier against the deputa- 
** tion, We must assure that Gentleman 
* that we intended none, whatever he 
“‘ may think. We did say, and we say 
* still, that the visit to Earl Grey was 
“unceremonious in the extreme; and 
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when we tell Mr. Conserr, that the 
deputation, although composed of 
highly respectable men, did not re. 
present the metropolitan parishes jn 
an official way, he will, we imagine, 
agree with us in opinion, that as a 
mere assemblage of individuals, with- 
out direct authority from the parishes 
to take the step in question, there was 
something even more than unceremo- 
nious in their visit to the Premier for 
the purpose of enlightening him as 
**to the course which, in their Opinion, 
“* he was bound to pursue.” 

But now, we have something a great 
deal better than all this ; for we have 
Lord Grey’s‘own account of the mat- 
ter given in his speech in the House of 
Lords, on Monday the 17th inst., which 
account, according to the report which 
[ find in the Morning Chronicle, was 
given in the following words: “ I said 
** nothing of any period of adjournment, 
“I said nothing of a prorogation of 
“Parliament to the end of January 
“(till after Christmas was the state- 
‘“* ment) —I said nothing of time—I re- 
‘“‘ served to myself the power to exer- 
“cise my discretion on the advice I 
“should give on that subject, and I 
“think I have a right to claim from 
‘ the public for my colleagues and my- 
“ self, whether that time form a long or 
“a short one, whether it prove of the 
‘usual length or less—that we have 
“taken that course which we think 
“most conducive to the accomplish- 
** ment of that object which we, as well 
“as the public, most anxiously desire. 
‘** With respect to the Reform measure 
‘ itself, I said there could be no ques 
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“ tion that some alterations were neces | 


“sary—that it would be our duty © 
consider what those alterations were 
“ to be; but I repeated what I had said 
“« before, that I never would be a patty 
“to the recommendation of any me 
“sure not founded on the same prlr 
“ ciples as that which had been 
* jected, and as effectual for the < 
“ complishment of the oljects whi 

“ it was declared to have in view. (Heat, 
“ hear.) These were the expressions 
“T used, except that when the Dept 
“‘ ties intimated in strong terms theif 
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“ fears for the continuance of the public 
“ tranquillity, L told them the Govern- 
“pent expected that they and every 
‘one should use their utmost efforts to 
“repress disturbance and enforce obe- 





“ dience to the laws ; and that [ trusted 
“their exertions would be effectual, and 
‘that the Government would not be 
“driven to the painful necessity of 
‘using the powers with which they 
“were entrusted to preserve the tran- 
“ quillity by force. ‘These were the 
“sentiments I uttered, and I trust, as I 
“ said before, that whatever may be the 
“length of the prorogation, the people 
“ will do us the justice to believe, we 
“have adopted the course most con- 
“ ducive to the public welfare, and in 
‘our judgment most likely to promote 
‘ the object we have before us.” 

‘Thus, the whole is come out ; and my 


readers will now clearly see the utility of | 


my having made that statement which 
a very zealous and excellent reformer 
urged me to make in the Guild-hall. 
Had it not been for that statement, we 
should have been groping about in the 
dark for another week or ten days, at 
the least. But all the papers having 
stated that L did not, in fact, go to volte 
at the Guild-hall, but went for the 
purpose of filling the minds of the 
livery with suspicions of the motives of 
the Ministers, I think it right to de- 
clare that | went solely for the purpase 
of voting, and that 1 should not have 
given my vote at all, nor have gone to 
the hall upon this occasion, except for 
the purpose of showing, as far as | 
could show, my detestation of the con- 
duct of the Court of Aldermen, for their 
arrogant condact in wishing to set aside 
the voice of the livery in this case, as 
they had done in the case of Mr. Alder- 
man Scates, to the utmost of their 
power. I had no wish whatever to 
excite any unjust suspicions with regard 
to the Ministers. When they brought 
in their bill, though it was not exactly 
What L wished, I saw in it too much of 
good for any man of sense not to wish 
it to become a law; and my readers 
will do me the justice to say that, 
though I had all the personal provoca- 
tion that man could possibly have; 





though I had all the reason that could 
suggest itself to any mind, to array 
mvself in hostility against them, I have 
upheld them, with respect to this mea- 
sure, from the first to the last, to the 
utmost of my power; and that it was 
not till the moment arrived when the 
result of the interview with the deputa- 
tion aforementioned gave me what [ 
deemed good reason for believing that 
they themselves had abandoned the 
measure, that | made the above-men- 
tioned communication in the Guild- 
hall, But, indeed, what have I more to 
do to satisfy my readers of my most 
anxious desire to sustain them than 
referring those readers to the last Reyis- 
ter, where they will see, if | did not do 
as much to sustain Lord Grey as ever 


'was done by mortal man, I failed only 


from want of ability. 

Now, then, let us see how the matter 
stands. When I closed my last Register, 
the general hope, and my particular 
hope, was, that Lord Grey had sur- 


mounted all the difftcu’ties which stood 
‘in the way of an immediate short pro- 
-rogation and an extensive creation of 
‘peers; that being manifestly the only 
'way of carrying the bill to the satisfac- 


tion of the people. Now, however, 
things are changed. Lord Grey is 
silent, indeed, with regard to the crea- 
tion of peers ; but we are to have a long 
prorogation, and we are also to have a 
different bill; for different it must be 
if there are to be “ alterations” in it. 
With regard to the length of the proro- 
gation, | do not attach so much im- 
portance to that as many people do; 
because I know that the depression of 
trade and agriculture; that that stag- 
nation or paralysis which has been as- 
cribed to the suspense with regard to 
the Reform Bill, cannot be removed by 
the mere passing of that bill; and of 
this fact every one will be satisfied when 
he has read a letter from me to the 
boroughmongers, which will be found at 
the end of this article. A part, indeed, 
of the stagnation arises from the sus- 
pense relative to this bill; but the great 
causes of the distress in trade and agri- 
culture are of much longer growth and 
deeper root: they are, in fact, chiefly 
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the cause, and not the effect, of the Re- 
form Bill, which never would have been 
demanded by the richer classes in trade 
and agriculture, if the distress had not 
already existed. But, still, there is 
great disadvantage in a long proroga- 
tion. ‘The working people all feel an, 





. . . | 
interest in this measure: they, and) 


especially those in the country, never | 
stop to split straws: they reason like 
women, in a very short manner: they | 
rush at once to conclusions ; and, with | 
them, a couple of months hence means | 
never. ‘They act upon their way of| 
thinking: all the hopes that they had 
entertained will vanish; and none of 
that salutary patience which Mr. 
Hlopvces so truly described as the effect 
of the Reform Bill, will any longer in- 
fluence their minds. 

Nevertheless, the nature of the new 
bill is a matter of more importance ; 
and at this we cannot get for the life 
and soul of us: it is to be “ quite as 
efficient ;"’ it is to be “ equally effica- 
cious ;”” and now, in the words of Lord 
Grey himself, it is to be founded on 
the ‘‘ same principles” as the former 
bill, and “as effectual for the accomp- 
* lishment of the objects which it was 
** declared to have in view.” My Gon! 
Why have we not something definite ! 
Why not say that it is to go to the same 
extent in point of suffrage and in point 
of disfranchisement ? Why not say that 
we are still to have Schedule A and 
Schedule B, and the copyhold and 
leasehold and ten-pound voters? Why 
not say this at once; and then, with 
some reason, deprecate the refusal to 
pay taxes! Alas! here is nothing 
definite. We know that these were the 
rrounds of the objections to the bill. 
Ve know that these grounds will al- 
ways continue with the majority of the 
present peers; and what reason have 
we to hope that a bill will be passed by 
those peers unless these great principles 
and provisions of the bill be abandoned, 
or unless a new creation of peers give a 
majority in favour of the bill, or unless 
the present majority be converted by 
some decisive act on the part of the 
people? To entertain an expectation 
that the bill will be passed by the pre- 


* it. 





sent House of Peers, without being 
stripped of these great provisions, the 
people continuing contentedly to pay 
taxes, demands the operation of the 
mind of an idiot. The Morning Chro- 
nicle of to-day (Tuesday) has the fol- 
lowing remarks upon the subject, and I 
request my readers to weigh them well 
intheir minds. In such cases, it is well 
to hear the opinions of two men, at any 
rate, wholly disconnected with one 
another. The editor of the Chronicle 
is quite sincere in his desire to see the 
bill carried ; heis personally acquainted 
with some of the Ministers, which Iam 
not. He has always said every-thing 
that he could in support of them; he 
has a virtuous hatred for their oppo- 
nents ; he apologized for them even in 
their prosecution of me, though he was 
unable to defend them; his words are 
the words of a sensible, an able, and, I 
believe, a perfectly independent man; 
and, therefore, the following remarks 
which he makes on the explanation of 
Lord Grey, are worthy of the attention 
of the public, and still more worthy of 
the attention of Lord Grey himself :— 
‘“* We are sorry to see from all this that 
“ the recess, in all probability, will no¢ 
** be a short one. We can only repeat 
“ what we have said again and again, 
“that the people have always been ready 
‘ to do full justice to the motives of the 
“Government. The people believe 
“them honourable and upright men. 
** But confidence in honourable inten- 
‘‘ tions, and confidence in their ability 
“to give effect to their intentions, are 
“quite distinct. Ministers may have 
“grounds for confidence which the 
‘ public are not aware of; but we must 
“ state frankly in the face of the people 
“of England, that the proceedings In 
“the House of Lords, though highly 
“honourable to the character of the 
“ Ministry, do not tend to remove the 
“ apprehensions of the people as to the 
‘« ultimate fate of themeasure. Ministers 


“ must have supposed they could carry 


“the measure; bat they did not carry 
The Lords who outvoted them 
“ are still the determined enemies of the 
“ people—still hostile to all refornr that 
« is worth one straw—still ready to avail 
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“themselves of whatever may turn up| “ there needed nothing but resolute re- 


‘favourable to their views. It is of 
‘“ immense consequence that the present 
‘men should remain in power, Nay, 
“ more, we have no hesitation in saying 
‘that the resignation of the Ministers 
‘would have been the signal for revo- 
“Jution throughout the country. We 
“fervently wish, therefore, that we 
“could ourselves have that confidence 
‘which Ministers claim. But when 
“we see anti-reformers still exulting in 
‘the indifference of the people, all the 
* time loudly cheered on by their adher- 
* ents,and know that they must all hate 
‘reform in their hearts, and can only be 
** gained over by iutimidation (we will 
‘‘not blink the word), how are we to 
“ believe that the moment the country 
“ceases to be intensely excited they 
“ will not take advantage of the circum- 
“stance? Besides, all classes are now 
“* suffering so sevcrely from the paralysis 
“to which the reform has given rise, 
‘* that discontent is universal.” 

There is this inevitable evil which 
must arise from a long prorogation : 
namely, that the people will be quiet or 
they will not. If the latter, it is not 
necessary to describe the evil conse- 
quences; but one consequence may 
arise from unquietness, which, supposing 
it to show itself in any-thing like ge- 
neral commotion in any one. of the 
counties, a panic is the consequence toa 
certainty; and if that take place, the 
Ministers will be saved the trouble of 
bringing ina new Reform Bill; for all 
would be confusion at the end of one 
week, It is touch and go even now: 
Lord Grey has only to look at my 
letter to the boroughmongers which is 
to follow this article : he will there see 
that the magazine only waits for the 
match ; so that, all individual suffering 
aside ; ali the possible works of Swing 
out of the question, here is one possible 
and not improbable consequence of a 
long prorogation. On the other hand, 
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if the people be quiet ; if all be tranquil, 
and, above all things, if the teres be 
readily paid: “ There!” will exclaim 
the boroughmongers, “ we told you the 
‘“ people were grown cool in the cause 
“of reform! 


We told you that 
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‘« sistance on our part to subdue them 


‘into tranquillity!” And when the 
new bill is brought in, they will ex- 
claim, ‘* What the devil do you stir up 
** this thing again for, when the peopleare 
‘* quiet and contented, are all paying 
‘* their taxes cheerfully, and, if you will 
‘*‘ but let then alone, they want no re- 
“form, except, perhaps, a couple of 
‘* Members to Manchester and Bir- 
“mingham and Leeds and Sheffield, 
** chosen by 20/. or 30/, householders !” 
Now, the other evils of a long proroga- 
tion; the evils arising from disturbance 
or resistance of taxes; the evilsattendant 
on panic and on Swing, are only proba- 
ble ; but the latter evil, the renewed 
obstinacy of the boroughmongers, their 
great additional and conclusive argu- 
ment for rejecting the bill, are certain. 
But it will be said, perhaps, that 
Lord Grey has it not in his power to 
make anew creation of peers, without 
which a short prorogation would be of 
no use. Jf he have not that in his power, 
he should tell us so at once. Yes, but 
if he were to tell us that, it would 
be telling us, in so many words, that he 
has not the power of carrying the bill; 
that he is unable todo it ; that his source 
of ability to do it has failed him; and 
this is what he should, in this case, have 
told the parochial deputation on Wed- 
nesday night, the 12th of October, 1831. 
That is what he should have told 
them; that is what they should have 
told us; and then we should all have 
seen clearly the ground on which we 
stood. For, is it possible for us to be- 
lieve that, without such creation, and 
with a country tranquil and the people 
all paying their taxes, he can carry 
Schedule A and Schedule B, and the 
10/. voters? As further illustrative of 
the very dubious meaning of the decla- 
rations of Lord Gary with regard to the 
nature of the new bill, let me here in- 
sert the words of a letter from him to 
Hosuouse, dated on the 15th of Octo- 
ber, in answer to a memorial of some 
sort which Hosnouse had conveyed 
to him from some of the parishes :-— 
“ Dear Sir,—l1 have had the pleasure of 
“ receiving your letter of the 14th, with 
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“ the accompanying addresses from the 
“electors of Westminster, from the 
“ parish of St. Aune, and from the 
*‘ householders of St. George's, Hano- 
* yver-square. ‘The expressions of ap- 
“ probation and confidence with which 
‘““we are honoured in these addresses, 
* have afforded the highest gratification 
“to my colleagues and to myself. It 
‘will be our most anxious wish to 
“merit a continuance of these senti- 
ments, which we know can only be 
** secured by a steady, consistent, and 
** persevering conduct, directed to the 
*‘ accomplishment of a real reform in 
“the representation of the people, not 
“less efficient than that which has 
** been so lately rejected. A bill for this 
** purpose will be offered to Parliament 
‘immediately on the opening of the 
** next session, and in the meantime we 
** hope we shall not be thought to claim 
* too large a credit in requesting you 
**to be assured that all our measures 
* will be taken with a view to the most 
* effectual means of ensuring the success 
‘of this important object.” Always 
indefinite; more and more indefinite 
atevery step. AndI should not wonder 
if it were, by-and-by, to come, in the 
language of the boroughmongers, to 
* some reform.” 

Now, what I believe the intention to 
be, is this. First, 1 believe that Lord 
/Grey finds that he cannot carry his 
~mew creation of Peers; finds that he 
cannot carry the whole bill; finds that 
he can carry nothing which would not 
dissatisfy ninety-nine hundredths of the 
people; and that, therefore, he intends 
to come to a compromise with the 
enemies of reform, giving that which 
will satisfy them, or, rather, that they 
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are not pledged to support any other 


bill, and, if it be absurd, as he is said to 
have told the deputation, to think of 
proposing the same bill again, it is ten 
thousand times more absurd to believe 





that the House of Commons, who 
pledged themselves to support the whole 
bill, and nothing but the bill, will think 
themselves pledssed to support any other 
bill. Full nine-tenths of those who 
gave the pledges, are very likely to 
have wished the whole bill at the devil : 
so that, here we have a House of Cem- 
mons, chosen for seven years, for the 
purpose, as the people thought, of 
making a Parliamentary Reform, who 
are not at all pledged to any reform 
this bill being once set aside ; and, 
which the reader will do well to re- 
member, I venture to predict that the 
new bill will suffer this House to sit for 
the SEVEN YEARS OUT! Now,! 
desire that prediction to be remembered. 
Oh, no! if the people do not know 
when they have got good representa- 
tives, the representatives know when 
they have got good seats ; if the people 
do not know when they have got a good 
Parliament, the Parliament knows when 
it has got good affairs to manage ; and, 
if they quit their seats before the end of 
the seven years, I shall be ready to con- 
‘fess that human nature is a great deal 
better than I now think it. . 
But, my Lord Grey, is this STAND- 
ING OR FALLING WITH THE 
BILL! Is this to go off the stage of 
life with the glory of not having de- 
parted from a pledge so solemn? Is 
the talk about “ quite as efficient, and 





“equal efficiency.” and “ equally cal- 


|“ culated to answer all the purposes that 
“ the bill was declared to have in view ; 


will submit to, seeing that it is impossi- | is the introducing of a bill “ with alte- 


ble that they can come and take his 
place and carry on the Government 
quietly. They would turn him out im- 
mediately ; bat that it is necessary to 
their safety and tranquillity that he 
should remain in, and thereby induce 
the people quietiy to go on paying their 
tithes and their taxes. Let it be ob- 
served, that though there is a great 
majority of the House of Commons 


pledged to support the whole bill, they 


“rations; ” the “ taking time to us¢ 


“the means of getting a bill equal- 
“ ly efficient with the other:” is — 
standing or falling with the bill! 
Standing or falling with the bill would 
have been proposing at once a new 
creation of Peers sufficient to carry the 
bill; and, if that failed, to quit your 
post, and to leave the rejectors of the 
bill to carry on the concern in your 





stead ; that would have been fulfilling 
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your pledge with the people ; not to 
cling to your place and feed the people 
with hopes that you never can realize ; 
not, like Louis Paicirre, to keep the 
nest warm and snug for the enemies of 
reform to come and fill, It is truly 
curious how the two Governments of 
France and England have gone on keep- 
ing pace with each other since the sum- 
mer and fall of 1830. There has 
been a change in the Ministers of both 
countries ; but not one particle of change 
in the measures. In both cases, thenew 
rulers have enforced all the rigorous laws 
of their predecessors ; in both cases, 
the new have continued all the really 
heavy taxes imposed by the old; all the 
rigours imposed upon thepress ; and, in 
short, in both cases, one set seems to 
have succeeded the other only for the 
purpose of perpetuating the system that 
was going on before the change. You 
are gratified ‘* with the expressions of 
‘“approbation and confidence with 
“which you are honoured by the ad- 
“dresses” of the parishes of which 
Ilssnouse was the mouthpiece : *‘ these 
“afford you and your colleagues the 
“highest ratification.” ‘To be sure 
fheydo! And what the devil did Hos- 
House go to those parishes for but to 
get those addresses! And what did 
Lord Epsrinevox, the son-in-law of 
Lord Hakkowsy and the nephew of 
Lord GrexvitLe, get a vote from the 
House of Commons for, expressing the 
confidence they placed in you, and give 
notice of his motion, too, before the Re- 
form Bill had been actually rejected : 
What was this for, but to invite the un- 
suspecting people all over the country 
to send up addresses to the King stidl to 


_ repose his confidence in you? But the 


people will soon discover the reason for 


_ the playing off of all these tricks ; and 
lastly, if they were never to discover it, | 


their necessities, their distresses, their 


| Tuin, their misery, the beggary of some 
_ and the half-starvation of others, would 


finally open their eyes. 
My Lord Grey, some vile parasite 


Will tell you of the inconsistency which 


1 now display, having so praised your 
conduct last week. But: recollect that 
OTuztio, in the former part of the 


play, speaking of Taco, calls him an exe 
cellent fellow, a man of unparallelled 
judgmentand exquisite penetraticn, and 
unshaken fidelity ; and, ia the last act he 
calls him the perfidious, damned laco. 
Yet has the poet made his hero perfectly 





consistent, by making his opinion of the 
man vary with the acts of that man. 
Last week I saw in you a reformer of 
forty years’ standing. I saw in you a 
man who had, the moment he came 
into power, set about a work that proved 
his sincerity ; 1 saw in you a man pledged 
to stand or fall by a specific bill, in 
which bill I saw the means of restoring 
greatness and happiness to the country ; 
L saw you, as | thought, ready to pro- 
rogue the Parliament, augment the 
peers, and bring in the same bill again. 
‘This week I see in you a man who will 
not fall with the bill; who keeps his 
place though the bill be lost and be not 
to be revived ; I see in you a man who 
talks of a something ‘‘ quite as effi- 
cient ;"' a something that shall answer 
all the objects declared to be had in 
view by the former bill; but Ll see in 
you a man from whom it is impossible 
to extract any definition at all of the 
intended new bill. I see in you, in 
short, an entirely new man, and | en- 
tertain an entirely new opinion with re- 
gard to you; therefore, if | had gone to 
Guild-hall for the purpose of exciting 
suspicion in the minds of the livery with 
regard to- your intentions, the act would 
have been perfectly consistent with my 
duty, and a mark of my sagacity. What 
I did will not prevent you from pursue 
ing the path which you intend to pur- 


sue; but it will, at any rate, have. 


awakened the public vigilance much 
|sooner than it would otherwise have 
been awakened. 

But, my Lord Grey; like all your 
predecessors, you reckon without your 
host: you always forget, or seem never 
to have perceived, that it was the suffer- 
ings of the people, and not any abstract 
whim, that produced the cry for reform. 
You seem not to know that, whether 


cause which produced the cry for reform 
will go on working its way. Read, L 
; Pray you, the letter which will follow 





there be the whole bill, or a no bill, the 
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this article; you will then see arithmeti- 
cal demonstration that this state of 
things cannot continue; you will see 
that something, some great limb of the 
system (and more than one limb), must 
give way ; you will see that what you call 
national faith, and that tithes and tazes, 
cannot all goon. I have not wanted 
Parliamentary Reform to gratify any 
whirn of mine ; I have not built my call 
for it upon any abstract principle ; but 
upon the absolute necessity of it to 
enable the government and Parliament 
to do the things necessary to provide 
for the well-being of the people, to re- 
store them to prosperity and happiness. 
The following letter to the borough- 
mongers will inform you of the state in 
which the people are in two important 
counties, and in two immense branches 
of trade. With very little exception, 
much about the same is the state of 
commerce in all its branches, and of 
agriculture alsc. It must be so, which 
is a thousand times better than any 
statement of facts or pretended facts: 
there is a cause at work which must 
make it so; and that cause goes gradually 
on making the state of the people worse 
and worse, as the interest of money 
keeps rolling on till, by degrees, it ab- 
sorbs the thing upon which it was lent. 
You cannot stop this cause ; no bit-and- 
bit reform will stop this cause: if Hon- 
Hnouse could bring you up a palaver 
from every parish in the kingdom, it 
would not arrest this desolating cause 
for one single moment. Nine years 
ago I addressed letters to yourself, in 
which I distinctly foretold that things 
would come to this state at last, unless 
arrested in their progress by a reform of 
the Parliament. ‘There has beena doubt 
in my mind, whether the bill, if it had 
been passed, could have retrieved our 
affairs in a peaceable manner; but 
there is no doubt in my mind that, 
if the bill be not passed, and speedily 
passed, too, you will have sorely to la- 
ment that you did not quit your post if 
you found that you could not accomplish 
a new creation of Peers. For, observe, 
you have now made the concern—your 


own. Last Sunday week it was not! 
yours: now it is yours: you have taken | 
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up the system, and, as far as a minister 
can be, you have now become answer- 
able for all its effects upon the people. 

In conclusion, notwithstanding these 
forebodings of mine; notwithstanding 
my strong disapprobation of the conduct 
of the Minister, no man in England will 
be so happy to find that the forebodings 
are not verified, to find that the disap- 
probation was premature, as far as that 
disapprobation relates to acts not al- 
ready done. If a measure “ quite as 
efficient ; ” that is to say, quite as effi- 
cient in the work of disfranchising 
rotten boroughs, and in causing an ex- 
tension of the suffrage: mind what I 
say, reader: if a measure “ quite as 
efficient ’’ for these purposes be brought 
in; be proposed to the Parliament, it 
shall receive from me all the support 
that I am able to give it; and, if it be 
carried, I shall be ready to confess that 
the Minister is a wiser man than I am. 
But, again I say, that, rather than have a 
measure short of this, it would have been 
infinitely better for the country for the 
Minister to have kept his pledge; that 
is to say, to have fallen with the bill, 
and to have left the people to pursue 
their own course with regard to his 
successors : for a Minister who has dis- 
tinctly broken his pledge, whose own 
statement shows that the bill is gone for 
ever, who has not fallen with the bill ; 
for him to ask for the confidence of the 
people ; for him to say, and under his 
own signature, that he has a“ claim to 
their confidence,” does, I think, surpass 
any-thing of the sort that ever before 
came from mortal man. 


Wa. COBBETT. 





Wednesday Morning, 91h October, 1851. 
Lorp Grey's account, above inserted, 
of his interview with the Parocatal 
Deruration on Wednesday night, the 
12th of October, has, at last, brought 
out Mr. Piace, who, it appears, Was 
one of the Deputies, and he, in a letter to 
the Chronicle, published this mnnrsing: 

and dated yesterday, after he had rea 


‘Lord Grey’s account, gives the follow- 


ing account of the matter, which, 
dare say, is the true one. 
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Ma. Prace’s Letter. 
Sir,—In the leading article of your 
paper of this day you have incorporated 
aportion of Earl Grey’s speech in the 
House of Lords on Monday, respecting 
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the Deputation which waited on his 
Lordship on Wednesday night. His 
Lordship is reported to have said, that 
“ expressions had been attributed to 
‘‘him which were not correctly stated 
‘by those who made them public.” 
This statement of his Lordship is not 
quite correct, and as the error is of some 
importance, | beg leave to correct it. 

In making this communication to 
the public, you used these words :— 
“The result of the interview was the 
‘Cuscertaining that Parliament would 
“be prorogued till after Christmas,” 
and this is as correct as any inference 
from mere reasoning can be. ‘There 
can be no incorrectness in stating his 
Lordship’s expressions on this point ; 
for it is not said that his Lordship used 
any such “‘ expressions,” the words used 
being merely inferential. 

The memorial presented to Earl 
Grey says, that they whose names and 
addresses are attached ‘ have heard 
“with astonishment that it is intended 
“te prorogue Parliament, and not to 
‘‘re-assemble it till after Christmas ; ” 
and they “most urgently implore his 
Lordship’s immediate attention ” to that 
and the other matters contained in the 
memorial. 

His Lordship observes, “I said no- 
thing of any period of adjournment—I 

said nothing of any prorogation of Par- 
““ liament to the end of January. I said 
“nothing of time.” True it is that his 
Lordship said “ nothing of the proroga- 
“tion of Parliament tuo the end of Ja- 
‘“nuary;” but his Lordship did say 
something of “time.” He said, “ that 
‘“ the framing of the bill to be presented 
“to Parliament would require much at- 
‘tention, and occupy much time.” It 
would neither have been respectful nor 
decent to have pressed for a more par- 
ticular reply ; and, indeed, none more 
particular seemed necessary. Whoever 
attends to the words of the memorial, 
and to what his Lordship has been 
pleased to say, as well to the deputation 
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on Wednesday night, as in the House of 
Lords on Monday, cannot, [ think, come 
to any other conclusion than this—the 
fears of the persons who appointed the 
deputation were well grounded. That 
it was in, contemplation to prorogue the 
Parliament beyond Christmas, or that 
‘* it was ascertained,” as you expressed 
it, ‘‘ that Parliament would be pro- 
rogued till after Christmas.” 

His Lordship says, “I repeated what 
I had said before, that 1 would never be 
a party to the recommendation of any 
measure not founded on the same prin- 
ciples as that which had been rejected, 
and as effectual for the accomplishment 
of the objects which it was declared to 
have in view.” This is undoubtedly the 
substance of what his Lordship said, 
though the words are not quite the same 
as those his Lordship used to the depu- 
tation, 

In your paper of Saturday, you say 
‘* the deputies assured his Lordship that 
“ the people would be content with Lord 
John Russell’s bill!” and that his 
Lordship answered, ‘ That it would be 


“absurd to think of again proposing. 


“ Lord John Russell’s bill—that Minis- 
“ters would not think of bringing in a 
‘bill which they knew would not be 
carried.” 

This is substantially correct, though 
his Lordship did not use the words, 
“ Lord John Russell's bill ;” the latter 
part of the sentence is literally correct. 
In his Lordship's statement, on Monday 
evening, no notice is taken of the im- 
portant passage. 

The memorial contains these words :— 

« That they (the memorialists) should 
‘“‘ neither do their duty to themselves, to 
‘“‘ their country, nor to the Government 
‘itself, if they did not assure your 
‘¢ Lordship it is their firm conviction, 
“ that unless Parliament be prorogued 
“for the shortest possible period (not 
‘exceeding seven days), and that the 
“bill for reforming the Parliament, 
“‘ which has passed the House of Com- 
“‘ mons, be then again introduced, and 
“the necessary means be adopted to 
“secure its becoming the law of the 
“ land, the country will inevitably be 





«€ plunged into all the horrors of a vio- 





' 
y 














219 


“ Tent revolution, the result of which no 
‘* man can predict.” 

The words “ necessary means,” &c., 
imply the creation of Peers; they were 
intended respectfully and delicately to 
suggest this to his Lordship, and they 
seem to me, and will, I conclude, to 
every man who reads them, to have no 
other meaning. His Lordship must, I 
think, have so understood them ; yet his 
Lordship did not, either ta the deputation 
or to the Lords, take the slightest notice 
of them. 

The deputation was composed of men 
who knew the world, as well as the re- 
spect due to his Lordship, too well to 
urge any point too far, or not to take any 
reply his Lordship might make as at 
once conclusive, 

Looking, then, at the words of the 


memorial, and.at those used by his Lord- | 


ship, no unbiassed man can, I think, 
come to any other conclusions than those 
which his Lordship says contain “ an 
incorrect statement of his expreesions.” 
Thev may be stated thus :— 

1. That it was contemplated to pro- 
rogue Parliament till after Christmas. 

2. ‘That Ministers did not intend to re- 
commend the creation of Peers. 

3. That the bill which had passed the 
Commons, and had been rejected by the 
Lords, was not to be again presented to 
the Commons. 

It was apprehensions of these three 
circumstances, now proved to have been 
entertained on good grocnds, that in- 
dueed the meeting, which was a public 
meeting, called by advertisement, to 
sign the memorial, and send the de- 
putation to Earl Grey; and,  not- 
withstanding the false quotations and 
scandalous imputations of the Courier, 
the proceedings’ of the meeting 
will, l trust, be acknowledged as ge- 
nerally as they have already been 
pretty extensively, to be warranted by 
circumstances, and this is all which I 
think need be said in reply to Lord 
Brougham’s assertion, in which he en- 
deavoured to attribute the proceedings 
to “* one or two well-meaning but over- 
anxious individuals.” 

Were the whole of the proceedings of 
the gentlemen who assembled on the 
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_ Wednesday evening, laid before the pub- 
lic in detail, they would be as highly 
creditable to them as the result will, I 
conclude, be acknowledged to be useful. 
(Should that result be no more than 
shortening the prorogation, of which, 
however, Fhave great doubt, much good 
may be done—much mischief prevented. 
Whether the apprehensions of the meet- 
ing, expressed in the memorial, are well 
or ill-founded, tinve will show, if the 
prorogation be continued over Christ- 
mas. 
Yours sincerely, 
Francis Puace. 

Tuesday, Oct. 18, 1851. 

Good! Good, Mr. Piace! but this 
ought to have come out on THurspay 
MORNING, the 13th, instead of Wepnes- 
DAY MORNING, the 19th. I give you 
credit for having made the commani- 
cation to the Chronicle on the 14th, and 
_to that paper for having published it on 
|the 15th, and thereby having enabled 
nfe to let out the ominous tale at the 
Guild-hall on the evening of the 15th. 
But, in justice to the country, it should 
have come out from you, and with your 
name, on the morning of Thursday, the 
13th; for there have the people been 
set on by Lord Exsrixeron to implore 
the King “ ¢o contiaue his confidence in 
his present Ministers,” the people think- 
ing, of course, that that confidence 
meant @ new creation of peers, and be 
speedy passing of “the bill;” but if 
you had, on the 13th, published under 
your name, the account which the 
Chronicle published on the 15th, the 
people would have known, that, to call 
| upon the King to continue his confidence 
in his present Ministers, was, in fact, to 
call on him to prorogue Parliament till 
after Christmas ; to refuse to cause @ 
new creation of peers; and not to cause 
“rus Biri” to be proposed agatm. 
Thus have the people been acting 10 
the dark: they have, in fact, beea doing 
precisely the contrary of that which 
they thought they were doing. How- 
ever, this error will wt neither oe 
Ministers nor the boroughmongers 
good : the error will soon be corrected ; 
and the public indignation will align 
| with double weight on both the 
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This matter is, I think, now pretty 
well settled: the “‘abrupt intrusion” 
of the parochial deputies, on the 12th, 
disconcerted the sckemces that were oa 
voi: it took the head contriver, the 
«« stand or fall” man, by surprise: it 
let out, at once, that which we were to 
have learned by bit-and: bit; that which 
was to have confused us; to have first 
pledged us to support the Ministers, and 
then imputed inconsistency to us, if we 
disapproved of their abandonment of the 
bill. It was a real, a genuine Whig 
scheme; but the “abrupt intrusion” 
disconcerted it. 

Now let us go to the House of Com- 
mons on Tuesday night, where we find 
“ Colonel Evans giving notice that he 
** would, to-morrow, Wednesday, move 
“a resolution to the effect, that it is 
“ inexpedient to defer the re-introduc- 
tion of the Reform Bill for any longer 
“ period thana month.” The result of 
this motion will, I dare say, be a nega- 
tive upon it by “ the whole-bill” House 
of Commons, and will leave no rvom 
for doubt, even in the minds of idiots. 
But, in the meanwhile, there wasa de- 
bate last night, worthy of great atten- 
tion, relative to the Bishops. I insert 
it at length. It is worthy of our best 
attention. 

Mr. Hunt presented a petition from an in- 
dividual, stating that the Reform Bill was de- 
feated by the Bishops, and praying that they 
might be di.franchised. 

Mr. J. Camenet deplored the presentation 
of such a petition. It could not fail to be 
productive of bad effects. Nothing cvuld in- 
Jure the cause of reform except the indiscreet 
efforts of pretended friends. He likewise 
begged to observe, that attempts, such as 
those lately made ¢o dictate to Ministers, must 
decidedly be mischievous. He doubted whe- 
ther the petition ought to be received. 

Mr. RoBinson said this was very like the 
things the honourable Member was bringing 
down every night. He also doubted whether 
the petition ought to be received. It bore no 
date, and he hoped the houourable Member 


would be able to shuw how it came into his 
hands, 

Mr. Hume said that the House ought not to 
reject the petition merely because it was con- 
trary to the opinion of the House. With re- 
spect to the observations made by the hon. 
and learned Member for Staffurd, he begged 
to say, now he was thus called upon, that Ae 
believed the opinion expressed in that petition to 
be the opinion of a iarge portiun of the people 
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of thts country, namely, that the political 
power of the Bishops ought to cease, He him- 
self was of that opinion. (Hear, hear.) He 
was surprised thatthe honourable aud learned 
Member should think that that wish, as ex- 
pressed in the petition, was a solitary wish, 
aud .that no part of the people of the country 
sympathised with it. He was equally sur- 
prised that the honourable Member for Wor- 
cestershire should say it was false to state that 
the bill was lost by the vote of the Bishops, 
when it was clear, that as the majority against 
the bill only amounted to forty one, and as 
twenty-one Bishops had voted against the bill, 
the majority would have turned the other way, 
had the Bishops voted in support of that mea- 
sure. He believed that the time would come 
for all these changes, but he admitted that 
this was not exactly the moment for discussing 
it. Then as to the observation of the hon. 
and learned Member for Stafford, that these 
expressions of opiniou were (like dictating to 
the Ministers, he did not agree at all with that 
statement of the honourable and learned 
Member, and he believed that it would be only 
playing the game of the anti-reformers, if the 
people of this country were to lie on their 
arms, as if they did not care about the success 
of the rejection of the bill. Instead of doing 
this, he recommended them to use every con- 
stitutional means of showing the deep anxiety 
they felt upon the subject. 

Mr. Rutuven said, that the strong feeling 
which the pedple had manifested on this sub- 
ject was both natural and proper, and he 
hoped that they would continue to show their 
auxiety, upou it in every constitutional war, 
He siucerely deprecated violence of all kinds, 
for riuts were only injurious to the cause of 
Reform ; but he trusted that all other efforts 
would be made to sustain the Ministers. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL, in explanation, said, that 
he too wished the people to come forward in a 
constitutional manner in support of the Res 
form Bill, but not to send delegates at midnight 
to the noble Earl at the head of the government 
vor to address petitions to that House couched 
in such improper aud uuconstitutivnal lan- 
guage as the petition now presented t their 
notice. 

Mr. Fresuriecp could not let this opportu- 
nity pass without protesting agaiust these 
constantallusions to the Bishop —these attacks 
upon aportion of the Legislature, the existence 
of which was so neccessary to the support of 
the constitution of the country. He could not 
avoid, tou, expressing his stroug objection to 
the sort of language held by the hon. Member 
for Middlesex, who, not content with saying 
that the Bishops should not bave voted against 
the bill, actually seemed to declare that they 
should violate their consciences by voting in its 
favour. 

Colonel Evans said, that as the honourable 
and learued Member for Stafford had alluded 
to the conduct of teodelegaire who hed — 
had done nothing which deserved the censure of 
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the honourable and learned Gentleman, or the ' 


imputation of having had intimidation for their 
object. Ifit had not been for the toneassumed 
by the hon. and learned Member for Stafford, 
and by the hon. Member for Worcester, 
upon the subject, neither the hon. Member 
for Middlesex nor he (Colonel Evans) would 
have said avy-thiug, and the petition might 
have quietly gone with others of a similar 
kind tu that receptacle to which they were all 
consigned; but as the call had been made, 
and as he had a strong opinion on the subject, 
he should be wanting in bis duty as a man if 
he did not honestly state his opinion, that both 
the spiritual and the public welfare of the people 
would be better consulted if the Bishops were 
not in that House. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Leaper was understood to say that the 
conduct of the Church here had awakened 
this spirit of censure, as the couduct of the 
Irish Church had occasioned, and would con- 
tinue the feeling in Ireland respecting tithes. 

The Petition which was from a freebolder of 
the County of Louth, was then brought up and 
read, 

Mr. Robinson opposed the receiving of 
this petition, which he thought most improper 
and absurd. 

Lord Attrnorp thought that this was a 
petition which, considering all the circum- 
stances connected with it, ought not to be 
allowed to be received by the House. No one 
regretted more than he the decision of the 
House of Lords; but a petition from @ single 
individual, declaring that oue branch of the 
Legislature had not the right of voting, was a 


_ petition which he thought that House could 


not properly receive. 

The Sreaker said, that the question of re- 
ceiviag this petition involved not only a ques- 
tion of the privileges of the other House of 
Parliament, but of their owa. The petitioner 
might, on any general grounds, have prayed 
the Legislature for the abolition of the right 
of voting of the Bishops ; but as the petition 
Stated that the petitioner founded his prayer 


' Upon what he conceived to be the vote of a 


Portion of the House of Lords, and as he 
Could only know how that portion of the House 
voted by means of a breach of privilege, it 
seemed to be doubtful whether the notice of a 
matter which was itself a breach of the privi- 
Jeges of the other House, was uot a breach of 
the privileges of their own. In his opinion it 
was, and that on that ground, the petition 
Ought not to be received. 


Upon this debate, I shall first insert 
the commentary of the Chronic’e, re- 
an to myself to say a word about 
the Bishops. “We are,” says the 
Chronicle, ‘glad that Colonel Evans 
** has given notice that he will this day 
“ move a resolution to the effect that it 
“would be incxpedient to defer the re- 
* introduction of the Reform Bill for 
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any longer period. than a month, 
Surely in a month a new measure may 
be matured, and Ministers may have 
obtained the vigour necessary for ano- 
ther Parliamentary campaign, A 
month the people will readily acquiesce 
in. The motion will at all events have 
the effect of eliciting some more posi- 
tive declaration from Ministers of 
their intentions with regard to the 
duration of the prorogation than they 
have yet afforded. The people are 
surely entitled to some confidence on 
this subject.—Before this notice was 
given by Colonel Evans, the manner 
in which the people ought to conduct 
themselves with regard to this ques- 
tion formed the subject of an incidental 
discussion on the presentation of a 
petition by Mr. Hunt from an indi- 
vidual, praying that the Bishops might 
be disfranchised. Mr. John Campbell 
objected to the petition, complained 
of the injury done to reform by pre- 
tended reformers,and protested against 
the attempts at dictation to Ministers. 
Mr. Hume observed, ‘ as to the obser- 
vation of the hon. and learned Mem- 
ber for Stafford, that these expres- 
sions of opinion were like dictating to 
the Ministers, he did not agree at all 
with that statement of the hon. and 
learned Member, and he believed that 
it would be only playing the game of 
the anti-reformers if the people of this 
country were to lie on their arms as 
if they did not care about the success 
or the rejection of the Bill. Instead 
of doing this, he recommended them 
to use every constitutional means of 
showing the deep anxiety they felt on 
the subject.” Mr. Ruthven in like 
manner, ‘while he deprecated violence, 
trusted that all other efforts would be 
made to sustain the Ministers.’ —This 
may not be the proper time for ey 
hauling the Church, but overhauled i 
must be. The conduct of the Bishops 
on the second reading of the R 
They 
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Bill, will never be forgotten. 


have identified themselves with th 
Boroughmongers, and the peo 
England will not easily allow them 4 
respect to the 
particular petition, it was afterwards 
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“ stated by the Speaker, that there were | 
objections toits reception on the score 
* of privilege, and accordingly it was 
rejected. Mr. Campbell, however, 
“took occasion to explain more parti- 
“ cularly what he meant by dictating 
“ty Ministers. He said he wished the | 
“ neople to come forward in a constitu- 
tional manner, but not to send Dele- | 
« yates at midnight to the noble Earl at 
“the head of the Government, not to. 
‘address petitions to him that have) 
been couched in such improper and 
unconstitutional language as the peti- 
tion now presented to their notice. 
‘As much has been said with regard to 
the lateness of the hour, it is but fair 
to take into consideration the general 
uneasiness as the time. ‘There had| 
‘heen a procession of 120,000 men of 
the different Metropolitan parishes, 
the shops had been closed, great ex- 
citement prevaiied, and the delegates, 
men of much influence in their several 
localities, knowing the extent of the 
excitement, and fearful lest a long 
prorogation (of which they had re- 
ceived intelligence) might in the 
then excitement produce mischievous 
effects, lost no time in meeting the 
evil. It strikes us to be puerile in 
Mr. Campbell to attach so much im- 
portance as he does to a breach of 
etiquette in seventeen citizens waiting 
on the Prime Minister at the unsea- 
sonable hour of a quarter to eleven. 
They might have formed an erroneous 
estimate of the danger, but if they 
thought that the diffusion of the intel- 
ligence of a long prorogation was 
fraught with danger, they only dis- 
charged their duty in endeavouring to 
meet the evil without delay. If the 
intelligence arrived iu a camp at mid- 
hight, that the enemy were within a 
a few hours’ march, no one would 
hesitate to disturb the repose of the 
Commander. Mr. Campbell nray be 
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ofa more cool temperament than the 
generality of people, Rousseau says, 
that when the philosopher hears the 
cry of fire, he opens his window, and, 
seeing it at some distance, instead of 
“running toafford assistance, exclaims, 
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“shuts the window, observing coolly, 


‘It cannot possibly reach me, Mr. 
“Campbell seems to have studied in 
“ this school of philosophy. In The 
Scolsman of Saturday, received yes- 
terday, there is a paragraph on the 
effect of the intelligence of the loss 
of the Reform Bill in Scotland, which 
may serve to illustrate this weighty 
matter of etiquette :—* The move- 
ment (says our Contemporary) now 
begun has one most gratifying fea- 
ture—its instan/aneous and its indis- 
putable spoutaniety. To the very last, 
men persisted in believing that the 
peers would not trifle with the unani- 
mous resolutions of the people; and 
so universal was this impression, that 
up to the hour when the intelligence 
arrived, we do not believe the reform- 
ers in any part of Scotland had formed 
a definite idea of what measures they 
ought to adopt in such an emergency. 
Now, look at Perth. ‘The vote of the 
lords is known there at ten o'clock on 
Monday night—even at that late hour, 
a requisition for a mecling is signed ; 
and at two o'clock next day, ten thou- 
sand persons, including the whole 
adult population of the town and vici- 
nity, are assembled in the Inch, to ad- 
dress the King! There was no pause 
required for deliberation; no doubt or 
“ faultering ; no need felt of the ex- 
“ ample of the capital or other great 
towns! ‘The people were carried, as 
if by an instinctive and simultaneous 
‘‘ impulse, to the proper steps for the 
* vindication of their rights. Dundee, 
“ Kirkaldy, and Hawick were equally 
‘‘ prompt in their motions: decision, 
“ energy, unanimity, were never more 
“ beautifully exemplified ; and the same 
* spirit, the same zeal, reigns through- 
** out all Scotland, as farther accounts 
* will soon make known, though cir- 
‘* cumstances cannot be everywhere so 
* favourable fur tls instantaneous dis- 
“play. Surely he is a bastard Scots- 
“man who is not proud of his country 
“ at this moment !’” 

_“ Now, we do not. say that Mr. 
“ Campbell is a bastard Scotsman ; but 
“ if he had been Provost of Perth, in- 
“ stead of applauding his fellow-citizens 
“for their alacrity in presenting him 
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“with a requisition for a meeting at! 
. . | 
midnight, we suppose he would have 


“ 


“read the requisitionists a lecture on 


their inattention to decorum, in ap- 
proaching him at so unseasonable an 
“hour. The people, no doubt, would 
“have answered, ‘ An hour's repose, 
more or less, at a crisis like this, when 
the safety of the Empire is at stake, 
is of small moment; and therefore we 
have thought it better to disturb you 
at midnight than to lose an opportu- 
nity of meeting without delay.’ For- 
tunately decorum yielded to a strong 
sense of dutv, and out of a popula- 
tion of 20,000, no fewer than 10,000 
met in the open air, in the manner so 
much extolled by our Northern Con- 
temporary. Mr. Campbell may sup- 
pose he is assisting ministers by read- 
ing lectures to the people on the 
propriety of being more measured in 
their enthusiasm, more moderate in 
their dislikes, and more indifferent to 
the public tranquillity. The tone 
assume! by him did not, however, 
seem very palatable in the House. 
Colonel Evans said he should be 
wanting in his duty, after what he 
had heard, if he did not honestly state 
his opinion, that both the spiritual 
and temporal welfare of the people 
“would be better consulted if the 
* Bishops were not to belong to the 
** House of Lords.” 

In all this f agree, and particularly in 
what is said about the Bishops. There 
must be a change with regard to them. 
He, of Winchester, has two pa/aces and 
the interest of the money for which a 
third palace was sold! His income is 
not less than forty thousand pounds a 
year, while there are curates starving 
upon thirty pownds, and a plenty of 
them too. Poh! Lord Grey; you may 
be waspish at the “ abrupt intrusion” 


of the people, but this scandalous abuse 
cannot remain. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


Paruiament is prorogued to the 22nd 
November. But the hack paper says 


that it will then be again prorogued for 
fourteen days. And I believe that it 
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will be prorogued dill February. 
is my belief ! 

On the subject of reform the Speech 
contained the following :—“In the 
“interval of repose which may now 
** be afforded you, I am sure it is un- 
““ necessary for me to recommend to 
a you the most careful attention to the 

preservation of tranquillity in your re- 
‘“ spective counties. ‘The anxiety which 
has been so generally manifested by 
my people for the accomplishment of 
a constitutional reform in the Com- 
mons House of Parliament, will, I 
trust, be regulated by a due sense of 
the necessity of order and modera- 
tion in their proceedings. To the 
consideration of this important ques- 
tion the attention of Parliament must 
necessarily again be called at the 
“‘ opening of the ensuing session ; and 
‘¢ you may be assured of my unaltered 
“desire to promote its settlement, by 
** such improvements in the representa- 
“tion as may be found necessary for 
“securing to my people the full enjoy- 
“ment of their rights, which, in com- 
“ bination with those of the other orders 
** of the state, are essential to the sup- 
“ port of our free constitution.” 


This 


” 
. 
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The Surrey meeting, on Thursday, 
I must state next week. I cannot do 
justice to it here. It wasan interesting 
scene. 


I hear, and believe, that the big 
Whigs in Essex have had a private 
meeting, and have resolved not /o have 
a county meeting. It was intimated, that 
the Government did not wish for public 
meetings at present. 


—_—__—_—_— 


HAMPSHIRE. 


. . at 

A county meeting is to be held 
Winchester, on the 26th instant (Well 
nesday next) at which, health permit 


tine, 1 will be. 
at Wa. COBBETT. 
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TO THE 
BOROUGHMONGERS. 


Kensington, 17th October, 1831. 
BoROUGUMONGERS, 
Orugrs put their publications in 


) mourning at the rejection of the Reform 


Bill by the Lords: I, if I knew how, 


would decorate mine with laurels and 
garlands. Others rave and stamp and 
foam with indignation: I laugh, and 


wish that there were combinations of 





letters wherewith to express the sounds 
of hearty risibility. Many reasons tend 


to the producing of this feeling in me ; 
> but I will, for the present, rest satisfied 


“with stating one of them, which, stupid 


7) as you are as wellas insolent, will, if 
® you look well at it, make you scratch 


re heads. You have little sense, I] 
now; but you must be quite beasts 
‘not to feel the force of the facts that 1 


an about to state, and which I do not 


+ aL. 


|’ paper, | will return; but until then 


State for the purpose of enlightening you, 
or putting you upon your guard ; not at 
| all for the purpose of giving you useful 
"advice, or of inducing you to do any- 
thing, or to leave any-thing undone ; but 


for the sole purpose of mortifying you, 
and of letting you see, that I, whose 
Views and designs were so much cen- 
sured by Boscawey, Hersert, old Ser- 


| 2fant Best, and my Lorp Lynpavrst, 


‘1 . 5 ° 
are filled with alarm and despair. 


Hundreds of times did I tell Masor 
Carrwricut, that there never would 
be RerorM to any extent, as long as the 
pper-money system remained unshaken. 
Since that time, it has had some pretty 
furious shakes. A million and a half 

Of us petitioned for reform in 1817 ; and 
though we had all the arguments that 
oRD Jonn Russext has now urged in 
S\\pport of his bill, we were crammed 
into dungeons, or driven into exile, for 
our pains, and that too with the loudly- 
‘€xpressed approbation of those “ mer- 
hants and bankers of London,” who now 
demand reform in a much bolder strain 
than we did at that time. In.1818, in 
nswer to a letter, in which the Major 
pressed me to return from Long Island, 

4 said, “‘ When there is a hole made in the 


have reason for laughing, while others 


22np Ocroner, 1831. 





230 


* you will get no reform ; and with the 
‘“* mere pen, | can do more here than I 
* can there, and the sea is between me 
‘and Sidmouth and Castlereagh.” But 
the next year, it pleased God, in his 
merey to England, to raise up the re- 
nowned statesman Peer, aided and 
abetted by Ricardo, Tierney, old Gren- 
ville, and the like of them; and he sent 
forth his reNownep BitL. I got itin 
August, and instantly made preparations 
for my return; and got home in No- 
vember. For, the moment I saw the 
bill, I exclaimed, “* There comes reform 
at last!” 

You are a stupid set; but if you be 
thirty years of age, you must have seen 
the thing gradually approaching from 
that day to this. In 1822, the thing was 
at hand, but was stopped for three years 
by the prolonged issue of one-pound 
notes; that is to say, by a part repeal of 
Peel's bill. This however, brought on 
the panic of 1825 and 1826, which, as 
the ‘‘ great statesman,” Husxtsson, said, 
brought us, under this wwell-working 
Parliament, “* to within forty-eight hours 
of barter!” Indeed, it was touch-and- 
go, when the Otp Lapy slept with an 
Oxper im Councit under her pillow. 
To prevent this danger for the future, 
the one-pounders were to cease in Kng- 
land in April, 1829; and when that law 
was passed, or rather passing, I told the 
well-working Parliament, that if they 
enforced that law, without taking off 
more than one-half of the taxes, they 
would plange the couniry into a state of 
ruin and misery such as the world had 
never witnessed; and that I KNEW this 
as wellas Iknew that fire burned. 

The ruin has come; tho misery has 
come; the fires have come; and the 
REFORM has, at last, pee out, and 
is struggling for vent! And do you 
imagine, that the great manufacturers 
and merchants and bankers are crying 
for Rerorm, because they have been 
converted to a love of popular rights! 
Bah! as the French say; you are not 
— stupid enough for that, I think. 

v you imagine, that the Yromanay 
Cavatry have, all of a sudden, become 
enamoured of the Goddess of Liberty ! 
They would kick the Goddess to the 
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devil; or, at least, chop her down, if 
she had nothing in store for the relief of 
their pockets. Oh, no! the Chopsticks 
have made them raise their wages; 
these they cannot pay and pay tithes 





and taxes also; they see that they 
cannot again get down the wages, and 
that Reronrm is necessary to relieve them 
from tie tithes and taxes. Therefore 
are they reformers: therefore they 
throw their lusty arms round the waist 
of the Goddess, and you will have “ a 
job of it,” if you get her from their ar- 
dent embraces. 

But Lam now about to show you, in 
detail, and from authentic documents, 
how the great manufacturers have been 
converted to the cause of reform, and 
why it is that those of Birmingham 
are more ardent than those of any other 
of the great towns. I wonder whether 
you will be so stupid as not to attend to 
what [ am now about to lay before you ! 
You may ; but other people will not. If 
you do attend to it, you will despair of 
being able to prevent refurm. Here is 
the security for the triumph of Reform! 
Here it is ; and this is what makes me 
laugh, while others put their papers in 
mourning. Poor Trevor ascribed the 
cry of reform to my writings; Barine 
and Wevitneron ascribed it to the 
French Revolution: 1 am going to show 
you, to prove to you in detail and offi- 
cial/y, that the cry has been produced 
by Peet's waitixnas! That Pees and 
his co-operators have ALL the merit of 


it; and that not a particle of that merit 
belongs fu me, 


**At a Meeting of the Staffordshire Iron 





Trade, held at Dudley, the 4th of October, 
1231; Micnaer Grazesrook, Esq. in the 
Chair. 

** It was resolved, that this meeting cannot 
but regard with considerable anxiety and ap- 
prehension the present appalling and long- 
continued depression in the prices of iron, and 
which they attribute maiuly to the ixurious 
operation of the existing laws relating to the 
currency. 

“That the following Memorial of the Iron 
aud Coal Trade be presented to Earl Gerry, by 
a deputation, and that a copy thereof be seut 
to the chairman of the Welch trade, request- 
ing the concurreuce and co-operation of the 
geutlemen of that distric: in its prayer ;— 

‘*€ Memorial to the Right Honourable Earl’ 
Grey, First Lord of his Majesty's Treasury. 
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** © We, the undersigned Iron Masters and 
Coal Masters, of the Staffordshire fron and 
Coal district, think it our duty respectfully to 
represent to his Majesty’s Government the 
following facts : . 

*« ¢ }. That for the last five years, ever since 
what is called the panic of 1625, we have found, 
with very slight intermissions, a continually 
increasing depression in the prices of the pro- 
ducts of industry, and more particularly ia 
those of Pig Iron and Bar Iron, which have 
fallen respectively from upwards of 81. per ton, 
to under 31. per ton, and from 15/1. per ton, to 
under 5/, per ton, 

‘© «2. Against this alarming and long-con- 
tinued depression, we have used every possible 
effurt in our power to make head. We have 
practised all manner of economy, and have 
had recourse to every possible improvement 
in the working of our mines and manufac- 
tories. Our workmen’s wages have, in many 
instances, been greatly reduced, and such re- 
duction has been attended with, and effected 
by, very great suffering and distress :—but 
the royalties, rents, contracts, and other en- 
gagements, under which we hold our re- 
spective works and mines, have scarcely been 
reduced atall, nor can we get them effectually 
reduced, because the law enforces their payment 
in full. ; 

*« € 3. The prices of the products of our in- 
dustry having thus fallen within the range of 
the fixed charges and expenses which the law 
compels us to discharge, the just and neces- 
sary profits of our respective trades bave ceased 
to exist; and in many cases a positive loss at- 
tends them. 

*<* 4th. Under these circumstances, we 
have long hesitated in determining what live 
of conduct our interests and our duties require 
us to adopt :—If we should abandon our re- 
spective trades, our large and expensive out~ 
lays in machinery and erections must be sa- 
crificed, at an enormous Joss to ourselves, and 
onr honest and meritorious workmen must be 
thrown in thousands upon parishes, already 
tov much impoverished by their present bor- 
dens, to support them :—and if we should 
continue our respective trades, we see natbieg 
but the prospect of increasing distress, 49 
certain ruin to all around us. 

“*¢ Sth. In our humble opinion, the great 
cause which has been mainly instrumental 10 
producing this depression and distress iv our 
respective trades, and among the presucines 
classes of the country generally, is the nee 
to render the rents, taxes, royalties, and —~ 
other various engagements and- gy eget 
the country, convertible by law into & i 
at 31. 17s. 104d. per oz. This low and pid 
quated price of the metallic staridard of v aid 
is no longer capable of effecting @ eorened 
equitable distribution of our 
the producer and the consumer ;, it renders 
incompatib'e the permanent 
daumathtive prices, withons sucha 
taxation as we cannot hope to | 


time to afford us any relief—and 
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ultimately and surely, to destroy the industry 
aud the peace and happiness of the country. 
“* 6th. That until the establishment ofa 
circulating medium of @ character better suited 
tn the various and complicated demands of so- 
ciety, and to the increased transactions and 


_ population of the country, and more competent 


to effect an interchange and preserve a remu- 
nerating level of prices in the products of in- 
dustry, generally; we can see no prospect of 
any permanent restoration of the prosperity of 
our trades, or of the country being able to es- 
cape the most frightful sufferings and con- 
vulsions, 

“<7, We, therefore, most respectfully, but 
very earnestly, request the early attention of 
his Majesty’s Government tu these great facts 
aud considerations, and we trust they will re- 
commend to Parliament the speedy establish- 
ment of some just, adequate, and efficient cur- 
rency, which may. properly support .the trade 
and commerce of the country, and preserve 
such a remunerating level of prices as may 
ensure to the employers of labour the fair 
and reasonable profits of their capital and 
industry, as well as the means of paying the 
justand necessary wages to their workmen,’”’ 


This document was published in the 
Morning Chronicle of this day (17th of 
October), with the signa/ures at the 
bottom of it, and with these remarks 
appended :—* We are thus particular 
‘in citing the whole of this extraordi- 
“nary statement, with the highly-re- 


e 


c< 


which unquestionably vouch for the 
accuracy of its facts, because we know 
that it is often extremely convenient 
to say that memorials are ‘ got up’ 
and preferred from party or private 
views. But here is a solemn docu- 
ment, signed by nearly three-fourths 
“of the Staffordshire iron trade 
(and we are informed subsequently 
by nearly all the Shropshire iron 
masters), with representations of 
prices and make, which cannot 
be fictitious. The above  signa- 
tures alone comprehend the firms of 
upwards of sixty blast furnaces, mak- 
ing from 3,000 to 3,500 tons of pig 
iron per week ; and giving employ- 


. 


‘ 


eo 


ts 


7) 


< 


es 


ai 


‘e 


| “ment and support to many thousand 


“ large families—all, be it observed, im- 
¥ bued with the s opinions on 
reform, and bitter hatred of the bo- 
_ roughmongers—attributing to the 
_, machinations of the oligarchy the 

great causes of alternate seasons of 
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** distress, and the felunious alterations 
of the currency during the last fifty 
“years. In the Staffordshire Iron dis- 
*‘ trict it is computed that there are 
“about 128 furnaces. Of these, per- 
*‘ haps, a dozen are in ruins or unser- 
* viceable ; 59 were out of blast (“blown 
out,” in technical phraseology) in 
‘“* February, 1830; 41 in July, 1830; 
“and 49 of the 128 are now oul, leaving 
** about 79 now in blast. The average 
‘‘make of a Staffordshire furnace is 
“about fifty tons per week. So much 
“ for the jargon of over production. A 
‘few facts from the trade—from those 
‘* practically conversant with and inte- 
‘* rested in our staple manufactures, are 
‘* worth a sack of theories and treatises.” 


So much of the great creative con- 
cerns. And now, how stancs it with 
dealers in, and the makers of, manufac- 
tured goods? Here we have it, borough- 
mongers! Here we have the real 
cause of the cry, at Birmingham, for 
Parliamentary Reform. If this cause of 
the cry had been wanting, never should 
we have heard of the “ Po.tricat 
Union” and of its “ Councin.” And, 
boroughmongers, mind, this cause nust 
be removed; before the cry will cease. 
Reform is not called for on abstract 
principles, or to gratify any whim : it is 
called for as something that will put an 


endto the ruin that is going on; and 
which ruin is so clearly set forth in the 
following TABLE, just compiled and 
published at Birmingham. Look at it, 
boroughmongers, and then have the 
brass to continue to say, that this sort 
of Parliament has worked well; havethe 
brass to say, that this Parliament has 
not been the real cause of all this ruin. 
' Such a picture of ruin no eyes ever 
before beheld ; no war, none of the 
causes of ruin in trade was ever equal in 
effect to the actsof this Parliament. If 
ae Sah peaiant ae 
and avowed object ruin, 
they could en been cauuiinma 
Look at the picture; and then hear me 
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COMPARATIVE PRICES OF HARDWARE, MANUFACTURED IN AND NEAR 
BIRMINGHAM, 





Description. | Prices in 1818 | 


Anvis... OPP eee ee ee eee eee ee . «25s. per ewt. 
Awls, polished Liverpool ...... «. 28. Gd. per gross... 


+ 20s. per cwt. 


Prices in 1824, | Prices in 182s. | Prices in 1830, 








.- 16s. per ewt, -- 13s, per cwt, — 
28. per gross ++ 1s. 6d. per gross .. 1s. 2d. per gross 


Bed Screws, 6 inches long, ..... ..18s. per gross «+ 15s. per gross «+ 63, per gross + 58. per gross 
Bolts for doors, 6 inches ..... - ++ Gs. per dozen ,, 58. per dozen, 28. 3d. per doz. .. 1s. Gd. per doz. 
Braces for carpenters, 12 bits .. .. Os. per set «+ 6s. 3d, per set .. 48. 2d. per set .. 3s, Sd. per set 
Bits, tinned, for bridles........ «. 5s. perdozen .. 5s. per dozen .. 3s, 3d. per doz, .. 2s, 6d. per doz. 


Buttons for coats......ceeeeeee oe 48. Gd. per gross... 
Buttons, for waistcoats, &e. .. .. 28. per gross ve 
Currry combs, six barr’d ....++ «+ 28. Od. per doz... 


Candlesticks, 6 inches, brass .. .. 2s. lld. per pair.. 


4s, per gross «+ 38. per gross e+ 2s, 2d. per gross 


2s. per gross ++ Is. 2d. per gross., Sd. per gross 
2s. Od. per doz... 1s. 5d. per doz... — Md. per doz, 


2s. per pair «+ Is. 7d, per pair ., 1s, 2d. per pair 


Commode knobs, brass, Zinches .. 4s. per doz. ++ 3s. Gd. per doz, .. 1s. Gd. per doz. .. 1s, 2d. per doz. 
FUSER ED vccancccncdsceuess. 0 25s. per cwt. «+ 2/8. per cwt. «+ 18s, per cwl. -+ 16s. per cwt, 
Hinges, cast butts, Ll ineh...... «+ 10d. per doz. se 74d. per doz... 3fd. per doz... 2. per doz. 


Shoe hammers, No, Daas sseeeee oe 6s. Od. per doz. .. 
Latches for doors, bright thumb .. %. 3d. per doz, .. 


Locks for doors, iron rim, 6 in, ..38s. per dozen = ..32s. per dozen ...15s. per doz. 


Locks for guns, single roller.... .. 6s. each oe 
Plated stirrups. ..eecceeeeecees «+ 4s. Gd. per pair .. 


Sad. irons and other castings .. ..22s. 6d. per cwt. ..20s. per ewt. 


Shovel and tongs, fire irons .... .. Is. per pair - 


Tinned table BPOOMS cesececeee oe 17s. per gross oo 38a. per gross 


3s. Od. per doz. .. 3s. per doz, e+ 28, Od. per doz, 
2s. 2d. per doz. .. Is, per dos. - Od. per doz. 
«13s, Gd, per doz. 
5s. 2d. each +» Is, 10d,each =... Is. 6d, each 

3s. Od. per pair .. 1s, 6d. per pair .. Is, Id. per pair 
«+ Ids, per ewt. «+ 11s, 6d, per ewt. 
Is. perpair .. Od. perpair.. 6d. per pair 
.- 10s, per gross «+ 78. per gross 


Tenee: Chaleie co ccaccececcoewse «se 28s. per cwt. .- 25s. per ewt, - + 10s. 6d. per ewt. .. 16s. 6d. per ewt. 
Vices for blacksmiths, &c...... ..308, per ewt, +. 28s. per ewt, + - 228. per cwt, +» 10s. Gd. per cowl. 
Japanned tea-trays, 30 inches .. .. 48. 6d. cach ee 3s. each .. 28. each .» Is. 5d. each 
ron wire, NO. Grcseees seceese -- 16s. per bundle ..13s. per bundle .. 9s. per bundle .. 7s. per bundle 
Brass wire..... beevesteccedees «+ Is. 10d. per Ib. .. Is. 4d. perlb.  .. Is, per Ib. ee 04. per Ib. 


— 





There, boroughmongers! That’s the 
cause of Reform! Teach the 199, in- 
cluding the 21 Bishops, how to get 
over that! Some people talk of Rypgr 
as the new Minister. ‘ackle it, Ryper ! 
Will you put out paper-money, and raise 


prices? Do, Ryder! | wish you would ; | 


— ——— 





and “ over-production ;" let it not, in 
‘the Ministerial slang, be ascribed to 
causes ‘over which the Government had 
no coutrol.” Look at the prices of 
(1518; look at the progressive ruin; 
| see how exactly it keeps pace with the 
Acts of Parliament, affecting the cur- 


for then I could pay your tax-gatherer | rency ; and you will trace the ruin to 


in paper, and carry on my business in 
gold. Will you not do that? Then 
the ruin must become greater every 
day, unless you tuke off the taxes; and 
if you do that, you cannot pay the mn- 
terest of the debt, uniess you take the 
church and other public property. Lord 
Lynpuurst (for | don’t mind Boscawen, 
Herbert, and old Serjeant Best) found 
fault with my éhirteen Manchester pro- 
positions ; but will his Lordship show 
us any other way out of this difficulty? 
And if he cannot, it did not, L think, be. 
come him to cite these propositions as 
an argument against the Reform Bill 

Let it not be said that the Parliament 
could not help this ruin; let it not, in 
the language of Sir Henry Parneuiand 
Tooxe, be ascribed to “ over- trading ” 


those Acts as clearly as you trace the 
hanging of poor Cook of Micheldever 
to the Act of Kilenborough, improved 
by Lansdown. Cook was certainly 
hanged according to law ; but not more 
certainly than thousands of industrious 
and virtuous families have been reduced 
from competency to beggary by that 
series of laws, of which Pext's But 
was the first. 

But it may be said, that, at any rate, 
ihe Parliament did not intend to cause 
such ruin, And is that adefence? It 
might do, indeed, as a plea for pardon 
for the past: but what can it avail as 4 
ground: for future trust? At the very 
best, it has heen, for many years, doing 
what it did not intend to do; ot, ™ 
other words, it has not known what u 
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was doing; it has been doing mischief 


into the House of Commons most vehe- 


enormous, it has been inflicting ruin and | mently bent upon an extended reform, 
misery on a whole people, when it declaring, at the same time, that you 


thought it was doing right. This is its 
very best plea ; and yet one of the argu- 
ments against the proposed change is, 
that it will let into Parliament men of 
indusiry, vigilance, and talent ! 


it and you along with us. 


Wa. COBBETT. 





TO 


LORD BROUGHAM. 


Kensington, October 18th, 1831. 
My Lorn, 


Ir is now about, I think, five-and- 
twenty years since you and L had the 
first skirmish, you being then a very 
desperate Edinburgh Reviewer, just 
arrived at London in a Berwick smack, 
freighted, to the very choking of the 
hold, with adventurers come to get 
pickings out of the “ loons o’ the sooth.” 
You have carried on your botheration 
pretty well. I have seen yon, first, 
declare yourself, in writing, for an- 
nual parliaments and universal suf- 
when those were put into 
dungeons or driven into exile, you 
called them little nostrums and big 
blunders. Since that, you have avoid- 
ed definitions; but, as occasion served, 
have talked about parliamentary reform. 
When, however, the flashy adventurer, 
Cannine, became Prime Minister, and 
declared explicitly that he would oppose 
parliamentary reform, in any and in 
every shape, to the end of his life, | 
heard you, as explicitly declare that the 
people had ceased to desire a parlia- 
mentary reform; and, the same night, I 
saw Lord Jonn Ressexu withdraw his 
notice of motion for reform upon the 
very ground: stated by you. I heard 
you, the winter before the last, condemn 
the motion of Mr. O’Conne.t for re- 


form. Last fall, I saw you, while the 


remue-menage was going on, come 


How- 
ever, there it is, Ryder ; make the best, 
of it: get out of the difficulty as yon | oa. 
can; or, let us have our reform, and | 
warrant you that we get ourselves out of | 





would wait but a very (ittle time before 
you brought the motion forward, whe- 
ther the new ministry were organized or 
not, and that those were very much de- 
ceived who thought that the reform 
you meditated was of a limited descrip- 
Two days afterwards, you were 
Lord Chancellor and a peer! which 
puts one in mind of Lafontaine’s story 
of the eloquent Goth who came to 
Rome to complain of the tyranny exer- 
cised in the Provinces, when, as a re- 
medy, a senator wiser than the rest, 
exclaimed, “ Fait-le Preetor' How- 
ever, you became a member of a re- 
forming ministry, and, since that time, 
you have been bound up with the 
bill, and was, of course, one of its de- 
feuders in the House of Lords, This 
brings me to the topic which I had in 
view when I commenced this letter. 

In my Register of last week, I cut 
out from the report of your speech in 
the Morning Chronicle, two passages, 
in one of which 1 thought 1 could al- 
ready discover that you had no very 
great dislike to be thought to be ready 
to separate from Lord Grey; and that, 
in the other passage, I thought I could 
discover a readiness, on your part, to 
surrender the partof the bill relating to 
ten-pound voters. » You have made two 
speeches upon these subjects; one last 
Saturday, and the other on Monday, 
both of which I will insert here, as I 
find them reported in the Morning 
Chronicle, which I believe to have by 
far the most accurate reports. The 
Saturday’s speech was as follows :— 
“ Another gross misrepresentation he 
“said he had been subjected to 
“in regard to the Reform Bill. He 
“ saw it again stated, that there was a 
‘“‘ decided difference between him and 
“his noble Friend at the head of the 
** Administration, in regard to a mate- 
“ rial part of the Reform Bill, and this 
“ was founded on a garbled statement of 
“ what he had really said when speaking 
on that bill. He had on that occasion 
“ distinctly stated, that there was not 


“ the slightest difference between himself 
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“ and his noble Friend on the subject— | found mention of an act so coolly bloody. 
‘* that there was not, nor ever had been | minded as this. Sir 'l’wHomas Denman’s 
‘‘ any difference between them. This dirty bill of indictment was a fool to it, 
** declaration, however, had been omit-| though that began with a “ but,” and 
** ted in the statement attributed to him ; | consisted of the middle ofa paragraph, 
‘and he observed, that his statement, | leaving out the head and the tail. 
so garbled, had been quoted and com-| This, my Lord Brougham, is garbling. 
“mented on. He again declare: that |[ took two passages from your speech, 
‘there was not a shadow of difference |each of them containing every word con- 
** between him and his noble Friend on | nected with the two topics, and omitted 
*‘ that great and important measure.” {to part of the speech containing any- 
Now, what is garbling? Itis taking | thing bearing upon those topics. Thus, 
a part or parts of a writing, or speech, | then, there was no garbling. There are 
and leaving out other parts, so as to give | the words still; and you will explaina 
to the thing quoted, a meaning different | pretty while, and protest a pretty while 
from the meaning of the whole if all | longer, before you will persuade my rea- 
the parts had been taken. ‘Thus, for | ders to put a different construction upon 
instance, Buacksrone has garbled the |the words than that which I have put 
word of God itself, and that, too, forthe | upon them. But I do not see that you 
base purpose of justifying crueltyin the | advert to the second topic; that is to 
execution of the Jaw of England relating | say, to your readiness to reconsider the 
to the poor. Paroverns, chapter vi.,| matter with regard to the ten-pourd 
verses 30 and 31, contains these words: | volers, and yet this was a _ matter 
‘**—30. Men do not despise a thief, ifhe| worthy of attention. ‘The editor of 
steal to satisfy his soul when he is hun-|the Morning Chronicle, whom you 
“ory—31. But, if he be found, he shall | personally know, and whom I do not 
‘* restore seven-fold ; he shall give all| personally know, who has often been 
** the substance of his house.” Buack- | your apologist against me, has been 
ston takes these two verses and garbles | too honest, however, to suppress the fol- 
them thus: “ Ifa thief steal to satisfy | lowing remark upon this very unsatis- 
“his soul when he is hungry, Ae shall | factory explanation of your Lordship: 
“restore seven-fold, and shall give all |“ This explanation will at once satisfy 
“the substance of his house.” No “the people that the inferences which 
broomstick that ever was handled would |‘ have been drawn from Lord 
have been too heavy or too rough for |‘ Brougham's speech, of a difference of 
the shoulders of this greedy and dirty- |‘ opinion between him and Lord Grey, 
souled lawyer. You see, he leaves out |“ on material provisions of the Reform 
the words “‘ men do not despise ;” then | ‘* Bill, are without foundation. The 
he leaves out the words at the beginning ** object of Lord Brougham, we have no 
of the next verse, “ butif he be found ;”’ | “ doubt, was to furnish those Lords who 
then in the place of the “ he,” which |“ might be averse fo the uniform rent 
comes before the words “ shall give,” |‘ qualification with @ motive for god 
he puts the word “ and ;” and thus he “ into the Committee. We cannot help 
makes the whole apply to the poor |“ thinking, however, that it is dangers, 


s 








creature who takes food to satisfy his | even when arguing by way of suppo* 


soul when heishungry! Heleaves out “ tion, to meet a particular class © 
every mitigating word of the Scripture, |“ opponents, to appear to make ligh of 
and in his reference he represents the |‘ what the people deem a@ very seriow’ 
passage to he in one verse! It has often | “* matter.” 

been said of Buacksrone, that he not| You repeat this denial in in the 
only lied himself, but made others lie; | debate of Monday night, add some- 
and he has here, as far as he was able, | thing (which I shall here quote) in the 
made a liar of King Sotomon himself. | way of apology for the long prorogatio 
Perhaps, even in the history of the con- | that is intended :—“ The Lorp 0#4* 


duct of Crown lawyers, there is not to be \‘‘ ceLLor felt he must say a very few 
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‘ Government ? 


words with respect to an alleged dif- 
ference of cpinion between him and 


‘the noble Earl at the head of the Go- 
‘vernment, as the statements on that 
‘ subject had been repeated. He begged 
‘ty say, that he most cordially con- 
‘curred in every word that had fallen 
‘from the noble Earl, and that there 


neither was, nor ever had been, any 


‘difference of opinion between them, 
‘although his assertion had been again 
‘denied by certain persons who could 
‘koow nothing 
‘There never had been any difference 
‘of opinion between them ; even on the 
‘most minute details or general prin- 
‘ciples there could be none; but he 
‘might add, and he said it in the hear- 
‘ing of his noble Friend and his col- 
‘leagues, that if there were any two of 
‘the Members of the Government who 
‘differed least on the matter of detail, 
‘it was his noble Friend and himself. 
‘With respect to the question of the| 
‘recess, he had no fears, whatever | 
‘might be the impatience of one or two 
‘well-meaning but over-anxious indivi- 
‘duals, that the people would do full 
‘justice to the motives of the Govern- 
‘ment in the time which they might 
* propose. 
‘they talked of a prorogation for a 


about the matter. 


But, good God! when 


week, did they know the state of ex- 


‘haustion to which incessant labour 


had reduced some Members of the 
The two noble Lords 
(Althorp and Russell) could not, he 


‘Was satisfied,.go on without some re- 


pose; and as for himself, although he 
did not complain, it was exactly 
twelve months last Friday since he 
had been at work, with the exception 


‘of three days at Christmas, and two 


(ays at Easter (chiefly spent, by-the- 
by, in travelling), from six or seven 
in the morning till twelve or one at 
night. if any man was so unreason- 
able as to say they should go on, he 
was confident at least that the great 
body of the reasoning classes of his 
countrymen would think differently ; 
and that if they threw themselves on 
them, they could have no fear of ob- 
taining a verdict. 
they might give with respect to the 


} . 
‘* measure intrusted to them. 
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‘ adjournment, was intended principally 
“ for the purpose of more easily carry- 
‘« ing the wishes of the people into effect, 
* and achieving the success of the great 
What 
‘“ that measure was, would soon be seen; 
“and he hoped that even those who 
‘“ might express regret now at the time 
‘ of delay being a little too long, when 
“ they saw the effect of it, would have 
“the candour and fairness to admit in 
“ all probability that it was quite short 
“enough, and feel gratified at the 
“course which had been adopted. 
** (Hear, hear.) ”’ 

I have not garbled here, at any rate, 
for here is the whole speech as reported 
in the Chronicle ; and as pretty stuff it 
is as [ ever heard come from your lips. 
Oh! you are in a state of exhaustion, 
are you? I wish poor Coox, of Mitchel- 
dever, were alive, and you had to walk 
after him at plough, and do no work at 
all, and live upon the fare that he used 
to live upon, for one week. You would 


then know what it is to -be exhausted. 


Exhaustion, indeed! Why, I do more 
every week, for the whole fifty-two 
weeks in the year, than you have ever 
done for one single week since I have 
known any-thing of you. Poh! not go 
on without repose! If men are too old 
or too feeble to go on ina crisis like 
this, they should not take high offices 
and high salaries. However, this is all 
a pretence. What your new measure is 
to be, will, you tell us, ‘‘ soon be seen.”’ 
Why not tell it us now? Why keep us 
in the dark about the matter. Why 
do not you tell us that Schedules A 
and B, and the ten-pound voters, are 
toremain? The reason is that you do 
not intend that they shall remain. You 
know that an assurance that these shall 
remain would satisfy us at once; and, 
as you do not satisfy us, whieh you may 
do by only uttering a few words, we are 
not such fools as not to be assured that 
they are not to remain; and that you 
mean to give us a specimen of garbling, 
with a vengeance, | 

In the mean time, most lustily are you 
calling for confidence in the Ministers ; 


Whatever advice for confidence in those who said that 


they would stand or fall with the bill ; 
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and who suffer the bill to fall without | the people to keep you there; because 


falling themselves; that is to say, fall, 
in their sense of the word; but fall in 
reality they will in the estimation of 
every just man in the world, if they but 
whisper a proposition of any-thing short 
of this bill. 





while you are there, while Lord 
Grey is there, and while, the peo- 
ple can be prevailed upon to indulge 
hopes from his being there, all is safe 
with the boroughmongers ; the people 


All over the country the | will, of course, hardly refuse to 
hooks are out for addresses to the King, 'tazes to Lord Grey, while they 


to declare to him the confidence that the | calling upon his Majesty to keep Lord 


are 


people have in his preseat advisers; Grey, the first Lord of his Treasury : 
which, I think, is really the most bare- ‘never was there a neater and deeper 
faced, the most profligate hoax upon the | contrivance in the world, except that of 
people that ever was attempted to be | awoman, who, seeing herrough husband 


practised. The people, however, seem 
generally to have bit at the hook; 
some busy slave, or some credulous 
good man, is every-where found to aid 
in cheating them. Even at Birming- 
ham, where one ought to expect to see 
good sense prevail, the following para- 
graph will show that the hook has 
taken; that the bait has been swallow- 
ed :—** A requisition to the High Bailitf 
‘is in course of signature, requesting 
** that he will convene a Town's Meet- 
‘** ing for the purpose of expressing to 
‘““ his Majesty, by address, the deep re- 


“ gret and bitter disappointment felt by | 


-** the inhabitants at the rejection of the 
* Reform Bill by the House of Lords, 
““and declaring their unabated confi- 
“dence in the enlightened patriotism, 
“‘ wisdom and firmness of his Majesty's 
‘* confidential advisers. The meeting 
** will, in all probability, take place in 
* the middle of the week.” 

I have no doubt that the leading men 
of Birmingham have been grossly im- 
posed upon ; butif they havea mind to 
retain their influence over the people, 
let them take care how they become, 
Wiltingly or not, the tools of the Go- 
vernment. What! hear from the Mi- 
nisters themselves that they will not 
fall with the bill, and still call upon the 
King to repose confidence in them ! 

However, now we see all the motives 
for the motion so nicely got up by Lord 
EsrINGTON : now we see that there was 
a firm resolution not to fall with the 
bill, even before the bill fell. The 
enemies of reform like, of all things, 
that you should not fall with the bill: 
they like that you should remain there, 
an« that theKing should be called upon by 


| 





coming with a broomstick to beat her, 
ran to the cradle, and, catching the 
child up in her arms, exclaimed, “ Ah! 
there, kill the child; do, you murderer !” 
This is precisely what the borough- 
mongers are saying to the people; and, 
as those who, like the Birminghamites, 
are beseeching the King to keep Lord 
Grey in his bosom, will, of course, ab- 


stain from violence of every sort, all the 


purposes of both the parties are answered. 

And now, my Lord Chancellor, I have 
shown you that, however difficult it 
might be to see to the bottom of this 
muddy pool, I see to the bottom of it ; 
and I venture to assure you that the 
public will not be far behind me. 

Wm. COBBEIT. 


— 


CREATION OF NEW PEERS. 


I sec my readers to read the follow- 
ing, taken from a pamphlet, just pub- 
lished by Mr. Ridgway, entitled a Letter 
to Lord Grey, on an Adjustment of the 
House of Peers. 





The question which at this moment 
agitates the country from side to side, 1 
whether a system of governing by 
means of the fictitious constituencies 
technically called rotten boroughs, shall 
be continued or not. Those who are 
interested in them say Aye; and every 
‘body else says No. The case has bee® 


brought before the peers, and the peers 
bave given a majority of their voices to 
the former. The inquiry consequently 
set on foot, is, What are the descriptions 
of peers that constituted this majority, 
and in what degree does justice dema® 


erg 
* . 
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that they should severally be neutralized 
by the exercise of the constitutional 
power of the crown. The exercise of 
this power, to the extent which justice 
shall be found to demand, is what is 
intended by the title of Adjustment of 
the House of Peers. The first requisite 
for the inquiry, is to find atest by which 
to measure the extent of what will for 
clearness be denominated the rotten 
borough influence among the peers of 
the United Kingdom. And here the 
course must be, to take a period from 
which the marked expansion of the in- 
fluence in question may fairly be dated ; 
and then judge of the different effects 
upon the peers created before and after 
such epoch, by comparison of the votes 
of the two classes of the present question. 

No objection can be made to assuming 
‘or this epoch the conclusion of the year 
1792. There may be disputes whether 
the entire system was not a good,— 
whether it was not a thing to thank 
Heaven for, and a wonderful invention 
of human genius for the advancement of 
a nauon’s welfare ;—but waiving ques- 
tions of this nature, there can be no 
dispute that at allevents it made a pro- 
digious start at the conclusion of 1792. 
The French war, which was a war for 
the preservation of the rotten boroughs, 
was the immediate exciting cause ; 
Which ascertains with chronological 
exactness the wra of the effect. An 
analysis, then, of the votes on the Second 
Reading of the English Reform Bill in 
the House of Peers presents the following 
results : 


AGAINST. FoR. 
Of the peers of the United 
Kingdom of creation aute- 
cedent to the conclusion 

of 1792,there voted . . 79 81 
Of the peers of the United 
Kingdom of creation sub- 
sequent to 1792 (includ- 








ing the latest creations) . 66 6 
Of the Archbishops and 
Mishops | 6-1. HO! “BB - 
Of the Representative 
ofScotland . ... « 12 4 
Of the Representative Peers 
of Ireland o 10 18! if! of 19 4 
Ofthe Royal Dukes. . . 2 1 
199 158 


It appears, therefore, 








1. That among the old Peers of the 
United Kingdom there was a majority 
of two in favour of the Second Reading. 

2. That among the new Peers of the 
United Kingdom (including the crea- 
tions under the present ministry up to 
the time of voting) there was an exact 
balance ; and consequently the creations 
made under the present ministry were 
precisely and to a unit the number re- 
quired to balance the influence of the 
peculiar system under which the new 
Peers, or part of them, had been created. 

3. That (after adding the votes of 
the three Royal Dukes, which leave a 
majority of 1 in favour of the Second 
Reading) the 42 votes which finally 
made the majority of 41 in the opposite 
direction, were the votes of 

21 Bishops against 2; being above 
10 to 1. 

12 Scotch Peers against 4; being 3 
tol. 

19 Trish ‘Peers against 4; being 
nearly 5 to 1. 

The inference from the whole of 
which is— 

That the people of England cannot 
have their reform because zt does not 
please the bishops and the Scotch and 
Trish Peers. 

The question which consequently 
arises is, whether 

First, the Bishops, 

Secondly, the Scotch, 

Thirdly, the Irish Peers, 
are or are not in the category which de- 
mands,—not as an act of favour, but of 
fairness,—not in the character of a coup 
d'etat, but as a portion of that every-day 
justice which the sovereign is bound to 
execute on every day when the occasion 
may present itself,—their immediate 
neutralization by the exercise of the 
power lodged for that purpose by the 
constitution. 

There are some powers lodged by the 
constitution which never have been ex- 
ercised ; from which a strong argument 
might be derived against their exercise 
at the ttime. But this is not one 
of them, for it kas been exercised, and 
exercised one way, viz. against the 
people. There is no reason therefore, 
in the outset, why it should not in turn 








247 CreaTION oF New Peers. 948 


be exercised in their behalf. And first, 
of the Bishops, it may be asked, whe- 
ther as conscientious and honest men 
they will deny, that they or most of 
them are individuals picked for their 
zeal and talents by former ministers, to 
be placed in the House of Peers for the 
express purpose of upholding the system 
of those ministers by their votes when- 
ever the occasion should arrive. It is 
not mentioned as matter of blame to 
them ; the sin and duplicity would be, 
if it were possible it should be denied 
that they are the élite of the troops of 
former administrations, distinctly posted 
where they are, for the purpose of act- 
ing against the present. And if so,—is 
the country bound to submit a secular 
question to their votes, when the con- 
stitution has provided the moderate and 
perfectly pacific measure of neutralizing 
them by the introduction of new Peers! 

Of the representative Peers of Scot- 
land a different view must be taken. It 
is not intended to deny, that they are a 
highly respectable, and even venerable, 
remnant of the feudal ages ; possessing 
much of the interest attached to the 
relics of gone-by greatness, and the dig- 
nity of decay. It is not intended to as- 
sert, that, though they undoubtedly 
gratified their own inherent notions by 
falling in with the opportunity the bo- 
rough system offered them, they were 
the creatures of the Ministry for the time 
being, or are to be viewed in any light 
but as a race of faded territorial sover- 
eigns, whom the progress of the times 
has happily deposed. But what it is 
intended to assert, is that the Peers of 
Scotland are not the men to settle an 
English question,—that they were not 
brought into the House of Peers for 
any such purpose, and that the mode 
and instrument through which the 
constitution provided -against their 
being ever applied to such an end, was 
the authority lodged in the King to neu- 
tralize their power by making peers in 
the event of the case arising. If at the 
period of the Union with Scotland, the 
question had been asked of the English 
people or Government, “ Do you, then, 
“intend, if ever the sixteen peers of 
“ Scotland, or a majority of them, 





. should be opposed upon some English 
“ object, that the carrying of the English 
“ object shall be prevented by the peers 
* of Scotland ? "—the answer would in. 
stantly have been, “No ; there is a pro- 
“ visio for such a case as that; there 
“is the power of the King to make 
** sixteen new peers.” Without an u- 
derstanding of this kind, the Union with 
Scotland woald have been totally im- 
practicable and unreasonable; no man 
durst have proposed it ; no man would 
have submitted to it: the existence of 
the Union is evidence of the existence 
of the right. 

If it should be asked whether peers 
will be created to support the peers 
of Scotland in resistance to Scotch 
Reform, the answer is, that the ne- 
cessity of Scotch Reform is conceded 
on all sides. ‘The parallelism of the 
case is a non est inventus, Of the 
Irish representative Peers, the most 
moderate, conciliatory, and tranquil- 
lizing thing that can be done or said, is 
to point to their names and ask them 
whether it is not the boast and glory of 
the greater part of them, that they 
were selected for their personal merits 
and capabilities in support of one side of 
the great question now at issue; and 
whether they can in honour aver, that 
in this light they are fair referees for 
the English people, without an equal 
number being put in on the other side. 
It may, in the actual circumstances of 4 
country, be avowedly proper and expe- 
dient that the decision of a question 
should be referred to the ancient mag- 
nates of the land, But it never can be 
fair, that it should be referred to a por- 
tion of them selected by the influence 
direct or indirect of one of the parties at 
issue, without the other party having the 
opportunity at all events to put im @ 
equivalent. It would be like deciding 
by a jury where a known portion of the 
jurymen had been nominated, it matters 
not how many years ago, by one of the 
parties to the case. If this portion ca” 
not be removed, let the other side put 
an equal number in its turn ; and then 
there will be a chance that the remainder, 
who were neither put in by one side ~ 
the other, will effect a fair decision. Bu 





—s bt og 


ee ee ee 





249 22np OcTOBER, 1831. - ‘ 250 


till this is done, it is plain that justice 
does not stand straight upon her legs. 
This last operation with a jury, if a case 
can be conceived where there should be 
no other resource, is what in the meta- 
phor that has been facetiously put forth, 
would be called swamping a jury. It 
is left to the common sense of mankind, 
whether the proper phrase would not 
be, that it was bringing tt to an even 
keel. 

The claim, therefore, on the part of 
the people of the portion of the United 
Kingdom called England, is for the im- 
mediate neutralization of the Spiritual, 
Scotch, and Irish Lords, by the crea- 
tion of forty-two more peers; and 
when this piece of naked, abstract jus- 
tice has been performed, it will be time 
to debate the expediency or non-ex- 
pediency of creating new Peers to carrya 
particular billif required. There can be 
no mistake. What is advanced is, that till 
this is done, the English people labour 
under a denial of justice ; and that where 
justice ends, and not before, the question 
of expediency begins, ‘There is another 
claim, of smaller magnitude, but still of 
some; and that is, for an adjustment of 
the promotions in the Peerage since 
1792. The balance consists of 2 Mar- 
guesses to be raised to Dukes, 3 Earls 
to Marquesses, 5 Viscounts to Earls, 
and 3 Barons to Viscounts, due to the 
popular side. The people have there- 
lore a right to expect, that promotion to 
“ils amount should be held over the 
heads of the peerage, as to be conferred 
cjler the passing of the Bill. If 
the peerage is inaccessible to consi- 
derations of this nature, there is no 
larm done; and if it is not, the people 
only claim a balance in futuro, for 
What has been bestowed on the other 
side already. 

If the opponents of the bill should 
represent, that itis a shocking thing to 
treat the rewards of eminent services as 
ifthey were cotton or tallow,—and if 
(as in the persuasion that the result 
Would be in their favour they would be 
likely enough to do), they shoulddemand 
that the honours attached .to great 
hames in the military, naval, legal, and 
diplomatic or civil lines of service 





should be struck out of the reckoning, 
the result would be to require the 
creation of one more Peer on the peo- 
ple’s side, and in the promotions one 
Marquess to Duke less and two Vis- 
counts to Earls and one Baron to Vis- 
count more; a conclusion probably 
unexpected by either of the parties 
concerned,—and which might afford 
matter for meditation in various ways. 
It isevident that if the opponents push 
for this particular improvement, it will 


be conceded. 


No hurtful precedent can be derived 
from such an adjustment; any more 
than from that created by a legal award. 
The precedent cannot take place, with- 
out the previous circumstances being 
repeated ; and if it does, it ought. ‘To 
resist such an adjustment on the ground 
of the inconvenience of increasing the 
number of the House of Peers,—would 
be a sacrifice of the greater interest to 
the less, like declining to take cogni- 
zance of a majority in the House, to 
save the trouble of writing down the 
names. If the reasonable, limited, and 
moderate demand for an adjustment is 
not acceded to, the people of England 
must sit down under the consciousness 
that their reform has been withheld be- 
cause it displeased the Bishops and the 
Scotch and Irish peers; and because 
the Whig Ministry, for reasons known 
to itself, refused to go forward after 
being lifted to the top of the rampart 
on the shoulders of the people, and 
declined advising the exertion of the 
constitutional power provided for the 
case. Why an Administration which 
has hitherto led gallantly and been 
gallantly followed, should in this man- 
ner turn round when all the enemy’s 
defences are at its mercy,—is what, if 
the case happens, time will show, and 
posterity assuredly inquire. The only 
conceivable excuse is, that the Ministry 
has not been asked, or not been asked 
sufficiently. There is time left for the 
people to correct this want. If they do 


not correct it, and effectually, in a fort- 
night,—the Reform Bill may be held to 
be withdrawn with the consent of the 
English nation. 

_A mode of arrangement that may 
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suggest itself to some, is that if the it be stipulated that one is,—that there 
Bishops and Scotch and Irish Peers: shall be no ill-will against the people 
would agree not to vote, the necessity for believing, that as sure as man ever 
for creating Peers would be removed or cheated woman, they are going to be 
reduced tosomething of inconsiderable deceived. ‘The perils of delay are great 
amount; while any number of indivi-| and manifest. There never was q 
dual recusants might be balanced by | British sovereign to whom the people 


creations as before. And it is not clear, 
that when we are told to shut our eyes 
and open our mouths and see what hea- 
ven will send us, some expectation 
of this nature is not at the bottom of 
the advice. To such a plan the objec- 
tions are,—First, That there is no rea- 
son why the Whigs,—who though not 
the abstract idols of the people's wor- 
ship, are undoubtedly more the friends 
of the people than the opponents of the 
bill,—should lose the advantage of per- 
manently establishing a battery of forty- 
two peers upon the breach. 


** Hei mihi! rusticitas, non pudor ille fuit.” 


Secondly, That such arrangements are 
sure to end in discontent and charges of 
misconduct on one side or the other; 
and, therefore, the wisest way is to use 
the power in hand, and court no ar- 
rangement for the comfort of the enemy. 
—Thirdly, That it would cut off the 
effect the creation of peers would pro- 
duce in foreign countries; where the 
character of the English nation is at this 
moment traduced and vilified, in a way 
which nothing but a vigorous movement 
can put an end to.—Fourthly, which is 
of vastly more importance than all 
the others together, That if it is not 
done, and that without delay, the people 
of England will conduct themselves as 
on the certainty of final disappointment, 
with all those evils to the country which 
are the necessary consequences. Give 
us our forty-two Peers, and then Mi- 
nisters may take a month or two of re- 
creation without danger ; and the nation 
will be content to have reform when 
it can get it. The pretence that. the 
Peers wou!'d reject the bill in revenge 
for their numbers being increased, is an 
invention of the enemy ;—they would 
no more do it, than they would jump 
overboard to revenge being crowded 
in a steam-packet. Refuse it, and 


whatever may be the consequences, let 


would more gladly say, “ O King live 
for ever ;"—but the King will not live 
| for ever, and if he should die now, it 
| would be hard that the nation should be 
deprived of the legacy of his good-will, 
The cholera may come, and put the 
people beside attending to their tem- 
poral concerns ; which would be a per. 
fect god-send to the opponents of the 
| bill. ‘The test is, whether the bill shall 
be anchored in safety now. If it is not, 
the plan is clearly that it shall be cast 
adrift. 

There may be plain speaking in all 
this, but no man has ever suspected 
your Lordship of any of the qualities to 
which plain speaking is abhorrent. No 
apology therefore is required, in saying 

I am, my Lord, 
Your Lordship’s most obedient 
humble servant. 





October 19, 1831, 


a 
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From the LONDON GAZETTE, 
Fripay, OcToser 14, 1831. 


INSOLVENT. 
MADDOCK, W., Portsea, coal-merchant. 


BANKRUPTCY ENLARGED. 


WALMSLAY, F., Parliament-street, lodgins" 
house-keeper. 


BANKRUPTS. 


BOWER, G., Chipping Barnet, Hertfordshire. 
linen-draper. P, 
COATES, W., Saint Martin’s-lane, Chariot 

cross, woolen-draper. . 
DAVENPORT, T., Derby dealer and chapms 
FORREST, J., Bradford, Yorks., inn-keep 
SPIER, J., Berkeley, Gloucestershire, ¥’ 
aul spirit merchant. n 
TANNER, J., Little Russel-street, Cove 
garden, cordwainer. 

TAYLOR,G. B., Liverpool, linen and woollea- 
draper. cael 
TAYLOR, J.F., Cecil-st. Strand, wine-™ 
TIDMARSH, G., Bow-street, Covent-garé 
coffee-house-keeper. Glos 
UNDERWOOD, W. R., Coaley-mills, sal 
cestershire, wrought iron and edge 
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manufacturer, 
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WILLIAMS, J, Pontypool, Monmouthsire, 


M‘GLASHAN, J., Edinburgh, wive-mercht. 
“SOUTER, J., and W. Reid, Edinburgh, 


-KEMPSTER, W. H., Kingston-on-Thames, 


_ KNIGHT, T., Edgeware, Middlesex, victua!: 
» GIBSON, J., Northwich, Cheshire, victualler. 


| BOOTH, W., late of Salford, grocer. 
CATILE, C., Whixley, Yorkshire, cattle- 


| HARPER, T., Dudbridge Wharf, near Stroud, 
) JONES, J., New-road, Whitechapel-road, 


» LEWISs, L., late of Chelsea, now of Piccadilly, 


_ WEBSTER, T. H., Forebridge, Staffurdshire, 


) glish, Scotch, and Irish wheat, as well as En- 


_ Seeds from all quarters, but limited, 
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‘EST, J. G., late of Forucett Saint Peter, ; 
Norfolk, shopkeeper. 


shopkeeper. 


SCOTCH SEQUESTRATIONS. 


builders. 





Tuespay, Ocroser 18, 1631. 
INSOLVENTS. 


Surrey; rectifier and wine-merchant 


BANKRUPTCY ENLARGED. 


BANKRUPTS. 


dealer. 
COX, S., Bath, boarding-house keeper. 
FOX, J., Gravesend, cheesemonger. 


coal-dealer aud wharfinger. 
stationer and rag-merchaut. 


glass aud china-dealer, 
NEWMAN, R., Old Cavendish-street, Ca- 
vendish-square, victualler. 
ROBERTS, C., Liverpool, miller. 
RKRAWLING, J., Keltan Mill, Cumber. miller. 
SANSUM, E., Oxford-street, straw-hat man. 
SCOTT, T., Mauchester, commission-agent. 
SHAW, W., Huddersfield, victualler, 
SKhILBECK, G, J., and J. Slater, King-street, 
Cheapside and Manchester, warehousemen. 
STRONG, R., Thomas-street, St. George’s in 
__ the East, baker. 
THOMAS, R., late of Glyn, Glamorganshire, 
cattle-dealer. 


builder, 





LONDON MARKETS. 


Mark-Lane, Corn-Excuance, OcTOBRR 
1/.—Supplies, since this day se’nnight of Ea 


glish malt, barley, beans, and peas, have been 
moderately good; of English flour (10,762 
Sacks), and foreign linseed (4,000 quarters), 
great; of foreign wheat, Scotch and Irish 
barley; Irish, Scotch, and foreign flour; as 
also oats, rye, and (with above exception) 


As this day’s market was rather numerously 
attended by extensive buyers, the sellers were 
for a considerable time after its commencement 
stiff to advanced prices, which they were said 
to obtain, to the amount of about Is. per 
quarter on small parcels of hay, fine wheat, 
ats, rye, and barley, but subsequently the 
trade became throughout dull, at nothing be- 
yond last week’s prices, 


Wheat *eeeeee*t?@eoeeeeeeeee 52s. to 62s. 
Ee rewseseene eereeeoeesece 3ds. to 38s, 
Barley eS eeeet Ot eeseseesesese 24s. to 32s, 
RiGee shcccsdecececs Saw tae 
Peas, White ....ccccccccce 348. to 36s, 
Builers .o..-eeeee+. 33s. to 405, 
EEE Grey *weeee et eeee ee 34s. to 40s. 
Beans, Old ..:.ccccccccccecs 35%. to 386. 
ROK, ob caccevesedbe eee eee 
Oats, Potatoe eet eeeerttae ee 26s. to 3ls. 
a SOTTO re 
BOON ccccceccoscone co peeeee aus 
Flour, per sack ........+0.. 605s. to 65s, 

















PROVISIONS. 


Bacon, Middles, new, —s. to —s. per cwt. 
Sides, new... 50s. to 52s. 

Pork, India, new... 126s. Ud. to —s. Od. 
Pork, Mess, new... 60s. Od. to 65s. per barl. 
Butter, Belfast .... 96s. to —s. per cwte 
Carlow ..... 95s, to 98s. 

Cork ......96s. to —s. 

Limerick ..96s, to —s, 
Waterford... 6s. to 92s. 

Dublin ....—s. to —s. 

Cheese, Cheslire....60s. to 60s. 

—— Gloucester, Double. . 56s, to 63s. 
Gloucester, Single. ..48s. tu 34s. 
Edam .......46s. to 50s. 

—— Gouda ...... 445. to 48s. 

Hams, Irish........42s. to 54s, 


SMITHFIELD—October 17. 


This day’s supply of beasts was rather 
great; of sheep, fat calves, and porkers, but 
limited. The trade with beef and pork was, 
on the whole, dull, at Friday’s quotations; 
with mutton and veal brisk, the former at an 
advance of 4d., the latter 4d. to 6d. per stone, 
—The stock was of fair average quality. 
Beasts, 3,585; sheep and lambs, 16,500; 
calves, 169; pigs, 200. 


























MARK-LANE,—Friday, Oct. 21. 
The arrivals this week are good, Prices 
much the same as on Monday. 





THE FUNDS. 
}| Fri. ye \Mon. |\Tues.| Wed. Thur. 


3 per Cent, | 
61g) ele 794\ 24 e23| 62 


Cons. Aun, 
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COBBETT-LIBRARY. 
COBBETT’S Spelling-Book 5 
(Price 2s.) 


Containing, besides all the usual matter of 
such a book, a clear and concise 
INTRODUCTION TO ENGLISH GRAMMAR. 
This I have written by way of 


A Stepping=-Stone » my own 


Such a thing having been frequently sug~ 
gested to me by Teachers as necessary. 
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1. ENGLISH GRAM MAR.—Of this! 


2. AN ADDRESS to the PEERS of GREAT 


work sixty thousand copies have now been | BRITAIN on the abolition of the Hereditary 
published. This is a duodecimo volume, and | Peerage of Frauce, by O. P.Q. of the Afora. 


the price is 3s. bound in beards. 


2. An ITALIAN GRAMMAR, *by 


Mr. James Paut Cosperr.—Being a Plain | 
and Compendious Iatroduction to the Study | 


of Italian. Price 6s. 


3. COTTAGE ECONOMY .—I wrote 


this Work professedly for the use of the la- | 


bouring and middling classes of the English 


nation. I made myself acquainted with the| 
best and simplest modes ot making beer aud | 
bread, and these ] made it as plain as, I believe, | 
words could make it. Also of the keeping of | 


Cows, Pigs, Bees, and Poultry, matters which 
’ »”") b «? 


1 understood as well as any body could, and 
in all their details. It includes my writings 


also on the Straw Plait. A Luodecimo Vo- 
lume. Price 2s. fid. 


4. YEAR’S RESIDENCE IN AME- 
RICA.—The Price of this book, in guod print 
and on fine paper, is 5s. 


5. The ENGLISH GARDENER; or, 
a Treatise on the situation, soil, enclosing and 
Jaying out, of Kitchen Gardens; on the mak- 
ing and managing of Hot-beds and Green- 
houses ; aud on the propagation and cultiva- 
tivn of all sorts of Kitchen Garden Plants, and 
of Fruit Trees, whether of the Garden or the 
Orchard, 
Shrubberies aud Flower Gardens. Price 6s. 


6. THE WOODLANDS: or, a Trea- 
tise on the preparing of the ground for plant- 
ing; on the planting, on the cultivating, on 
the pruning, and on the cutting down, of Fo- 
rest Trees and Underwoods, Price 14s. bound 
in boards. 


7. SERMONS.—tThere are twelve of 


these, in one volume, on the following sub- 
jects: 1. Hypocrisy and Cruelty ; 2. Drunken- 
ness; 3. Bribery ; 4. Oppression ; 5. Unjust 
Judges, 6. The Slugygard; 7. The Murderer ; 
8. The Gamester ; 9. Public Robbery; 10. The 
Uunatural Mother ; 11. The Sin of Forbidding 
Marriage ; 12. On the Duties of Parsons, and 
on the bustitution aud Object of Tithes. Price 
3s. 6d. bound in boards. 

A Thirteenth Sermon, entitled “GOOD 
FRIDAY; or, The Murder of Jesus Christ 
by the Jews.” Price 6d. 

8. TULL’S HORSE-HOEING 
HUSBANDRY; or, a Treatise on the Prin- 
ciples of Tillage aud Vegetation. With an In. 
troduction, by Wu. Cobperr. 8vo. Price 15s, 


To be had at No. 11, Bolt-court Fieet-street. 





This day is published, price two-pence, 
16 pp. Bvo., 
A N ADDRESS TO THE WORKING 
CLASSES on the RE M BILL, by 
W. Carpenter, 


Editor of the Political Magazine, 


And also, on the formation of 


ing Chronicle, price ld. or 5s. per hundred. 
3. THE LORDS AND THE BILL! or 
SUBSTANTIAL REASONS, in the Shape of 
Public Money, for the votes of the majority, 
with various important matters connected 
with the Boreughmongers, price Id. or 5s, 
| per hundred. 
London: W. Strange 21 Paternoster Row, 
| and all Booksellers. 








HE ENGLISHMAN, SUNDAY NEWS. 
PAPER, price SkvVeNnpRNce.—A Saturday 
Afternoon Edition of THe ENGLisuman, admi- 
rably adapted for the Country, will in future be 
published at No. 170, Strand. The publication 
_will take place every Saturday Afternoon, at 
| Four o'clock, in time for the Post, by which it 
|may be received on Sundays 200 miles from 
/Loudon. As a Family Newspaper, Tue Ex- 
| GLISHMAN stands unrivalled; not a line, or an 
advertisement, of an immoral tendency, is 
| allowed uuder any circumstances, to stain its 
| pages. Tue ENG uisnMan is a twenty-folio- 
‘column Journal, the same size and price as 
| Tue Osserver. The paper upon which it is 
|printed is an excellent sort, and the type 
‘almost new. Indeed, for variety, quantity, 
| and quality, it is the most perfect. In speaking 
of Sunday Newspapers, it is proverbial to say, 
‘Tur ENGLisuMan is almost a library in itself. 


eu, 





CHEAP CLOTHING!! 


SWAIN AND CO., Tailors, &c., 
93, FLEET-STREET, 


| (Wear the new opening to St. Bride's Church,) 


I EQUEST the attention of the public to 
the following list of prices (for cash 
only) which they charge for :— 
Gentlemen’s Dress Coats of Medley 
Colours. . cc cc ccccccss bo scececes 
Ditto, ditto, Best Saxony Cloth...... 
Saxony Kerseymere Trousers .....+++ 
| Ditto ditts Waistcoats......- 
‘Figured = Silk ditto... .... e+e. 
Venetian Leather Shooting Jackets,. | 
Barogau ditto....seseee I 
A Plain Suit of Livery..........++++ 4 
Ladies’ Habits and Pelisses, and every de- 
scription of Clothing for young “peut 
equally cheap. The whole made from a s 
of the finest quality, and the cuT and woxk- 
| MANSHIP not to be surpassed. 
| I recommend Messrs. Swain and Co- 


as very good and punctual tradesmen, 
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whom I have long employed with great 
satisfaction. Wa. Consett. 
Printed by William Cobbett ohnson’s-court; and 
| published by him, atil, ourt, Fleet-street. 





